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Hydrophobia eontinued— Bites of Venomous 
} s—Injuries received in Dissec- 
tion— Malignant Pustules. 


I menrionep to you, Gentlemen, in the 
last lecture, that hydrophobia can only be 
produced by the application of the saliva of 
a rabid animal. You may, probably, have 
inferred from this statement, although I 
did not amy mention it, that the saliva 
of a rabid animal, in producing the disease, 
does not act through any other medium, 
than that of a recent wound. It may, for 
example, be applied with impunity to the 
entire surface of the skin, the skin covered 
With its cuticle; and that it may also be 
applied with impunity to the surface of mu- 
cous membranes. Jt does not produce dis- 
ease by either of these modes of applica- 
tion. 

Bites of Venomous Serpents——A very 
active poison, that is, a poison capable of 
producing very serious effects in other ani- 
mals through the medium of wounds, is pro- 
duced by certain serpents. In this respect 
the serpent tribe consists of two divisions. 
The one class are quite innocent, those of 
the other secrete this peculiarly virulent 
poison, which, when applied to a recent 
wound in man or beast, produces effects as 
fatal as those that take place in hydrophobia. 
The effect, in fact, in the case of a bite re- 
ceived from a venomous serpent, is producer 
more quickly. The same ivterval of time 
which occurs after the bite of a rabid animal, 
does not take place in the instance I am now 
alluding to. 

In the venomous serpents there is a glan- 
dular apparatus in the neighbourhood of the 
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jaw, which secretes the poisonous or acrid 
fluid. The duct of that gland runs through 
the centre of what is called the poisonous 
fang of the serpent. The poisoned fang of 
the serpent is a very long and sharp-pointed 
tooth, which is hollow internally ; in fact, 
the hollow of this tooth is a continuation of 
the excretory duct of the poisoned gland, so 
that, when the serpent bites, the poison in 
this fang passes through the fang into the 
wound which is inflicted by it. In this re- 
spect, you will find that there is a marked 
difference between the teeth of the innocent 
and venomous serpent. In the engraving I 
shall now send round, you will see a repre- 
sentation of the head of the boa constrictor, 
a very large kind of the class which is inno- 
cent. In the lower jaw, you will observe 
that there are four rows of teeth, two to- 
wards the palate, and two towards the 
front of the jaw. In the upper figure, which 
represents the head of the poisonous ser- 
pent, you will find that there are only two 
of those parallel rows, namely, the palatine 
teeth, and that, instead of the others, there 
is simply a large fang, projecting towards 
the edge of the mouth, and this is the poi- 
soned fang. So that, if you could see the 
open mouths of serpents, you would imme- 
diately be able to discover whether they 
were innocent or poisonous. This fact, 
however, so far, is not very material, for one 
cannot exactly take hold of the head of the 
snake, and open its mouth for the purpose 
of examining its teeth. 

There is a large variety of the venomous 
serpents. The head of the serpent repre- 
sented in that figure, is that of the rat- 
tlesnake, a well-known serpent, which 
is found extensively on the continent of 
North America. Its venomous power is 
very considerable. In the East Indies there 
are several varieties of venomous serpents, 
but the fatal power varies very considerably. 
There is one, commonly known by the name 
of ‘cobra di capello.” It is called in Eng- 
lish the spectacled or hooded serpent; for 
immediately before it is going to bite, it 
corrugates and curls itself up, and there ap- 
pears to be a swelling just bebind its head, 
very like spectacles ; it is the coluber can- 
natus of Linneus, In the West Indies 
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there is a serpent which is most generally ' extends, supposing the bite to have taken 
observed to be yellowish or spotted, and place in an extremity, towards the trunk of 
which is called by the French, ‘* Grande | the body. It not a | becomes swelled, but 
vipére fer-de-lance de la Martinique.” Init becomes bard ; and if the patient—if the 
this country we have only one serpent pos-| individual or the animal survive, the part 
sessing a venomous quality, and that is the | will turn livid, vesications will arise on its 
viper, the ‘¢ coluber canpatus” of Linnwus, | surface, mortification will ensue, and, in the 

I believe the poison of the animals I bave | farther progress, the cellular texture of the 
just now mentioned to you, the rattle-snake limb which has been bitten, will go into a 
and the cobradi capello, acts most virulently ;| state of inflammation and ulceration ; and, 
that is, their poison acts the most rapidly | in fact, it will assume nearly the state of a 


upon the vital powers. A fowl bitten by a) 
serpent dies in the space of half a minute. 
The bite of a rattle-snake has proved fatal | 
to a dog in half an hour, but it has required | 
the space of some hours to produce a fatal 
effect in the human subject ; and I fancy it 
cannot be considered that the bite of these 
animals is invariably fatal in the human 
subject, for the quantity of venomous matter 
communicated by them, is various. The 
bite of the rattle-snake has a different 
effect, ifthe animal have not bitten for some 
time previously, to what it has under other 
circumstances. Supposing the animal has 
been kept for some time, and has not bitten 
s0 as to exhaust any of its venom, it will 
then produce a greater effect when it does/ 
bite, than it would produce at other times. 
In the case of the poison of venomous ser- 

nts, the same conditions are necessary for 
its activity, that I; have mentioned to you 
in instances of hydrophobia,—the poison- 
ous fluid must be applied to a recent wound. 
The poison of the viper, or of any other of, 


the serpent tribe, may be taken into the sto- 


mach with impunity. It may be applied 
without injury to the surface of the body. 
Thus the bite of a single viper will deprive 
a pigeon of life very speedily, and a single 
bite by no means exhausts the whole of the | 
pom in the excretory duct of the gland; 

ut you may take the whole of the poison | 
from ten vipers, moisten bread with it, give | 


| that is taken into it. 


limb in which phlegmonous erysipelas is 
produced. At the same time that these lo- 
cal symptoms take place, very serious effects 
are produced on the heart, the circulating 
and nervous systems, and the stomach ; the 


| pulse is oppressed, intermittent, and irre- 
| gular; fainting occurs; the patient is sick ; 


and perhaps the stomach rejects every thing 
Paralytic attacks are 
experienced; the patient or animal is unable 
to move the extremities, and becomes ex- 
tremely feeble. The power of eolentary 
motion seems to be lost, vision is impaired, 
and the most serious effects are produced ; 
under these circumstances, death generally 
ensues very rapidly. 

Treatment.—In the treatment of injuries 
of this kind, the first object, of course, is, 
if the case have been seen at a sufficiently 
early period, to prevent the passage of the 
poison from the wounded part towards the 
centre of circulation. Hence it is of im- 
portance to apply a ligature between the 
situation of the wound and the heart ; and 
if this be done very early, the occurrence of 
the symptoms I have just mentioned, will be 
prevented. It seldom happens, however, 
that a case is seen at a sufficiently early pe- 
riod, to admit of this mode of treatment ; 
and, of course, if a ligature be applied, sup- 
posing the swelling to bave already occurred 
in the limb, it will very likely aggravate the 
symptoms rather than relieve them. The 


it to a pigeon, and it will produce no effect. | application of a ligature, then, for the pur- 
Thus a student, who was assisting in an in-| pose of preventing the poison passing to the 
quiry of this kind, took bread moistened) centre of circulation, and to that of the 
with all the venom that could be procured | nervous system, can only be adopted with 
from four large vipers, without its pro-| success at the earliest period after the injury 
ducing a bad effect. Itis necessary, there-|has been inflicted. It has been found, by 
fore, that the poison of serpents should be | recent experiments, that if poison have been 
applied to a recent wound. No other mode | applied to a recent wound, and you apply a 


of application to the human body, can pro- 
duce a deleterious effect. 

In the experiments, too, that have been 
made on animals, it has been sometimes 
found, that dogs wounded with lancets, on 
which the venomous matter has been placed, 
have suffered no injury ; while, if they were 
bitten by a serpent possessing the same 
species of venom, all the usual effects took 

ace. 

The bite of a poisonous serpent produces 
considerable pain in the part that is bitten, 
and hence the part swells. This swelling 





cupping-glass, so as to produce exhaustion 
of the air, absorption is prevented ; there- 
fore, if you have the opportunity of doing it, 
the application of a cupping-glass over the 
seat of the wound woul advantageous in 
cases of this kind. 

Supposing you had not the means of ap- 
plying either of the remedies I have men- 
tioned to you, that is, if you do not see the 
case sufficiently early, you would have re- 
course to what I have pointed out to you as 
necessary to be done in hydrophobia, namely, 
careful ablution, to remove matter from 
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the wounded , You may'then cut away 
the surface of the wound ; at all events, you 


may scarify and open it, to afford the oppor- 


for more complete ablution ; or you 
may cut it away altogether, so as to remove 
the i i seat of the poison. Such, 
then, are the local means that may be adopt- 
ed in cases of this kind. 

With respect to the general measures, the 
symptoms that come on are so serious, the 
rapidity of their progress is so great, and 
so fatal, that you have very little time for 
delay ; you must select remedies, therefore, 
that youcan employ quickly. 

Now, general experience has shown, that 
medicines of a stimulating nature are best 
adapted for cases of this kind. Indeed, 


when you see the depression of the circu- | 


lating system, when you see the powerfully 


depressing influence that is exerted over the | 


nervous system, you naturally conclude that 


stimulants are the most appropriate. It has | 


generally been found that volatile alkali, 
exhibited internally, has been followed by 
the best effects. Any medicine of this 
kind may be given with tolerable freedom. 
It has been also supposed, that it may be 
applied with equal advantage to the wound- 
ed part, although on this point I think there 
may be some doubt. A preparation that 
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were carried about for exhibition, was bit- 
ten in one or two places by a rattle-snake, 
which formed part of the exhibition; this 
individual was taken to St. George’s Hospi- 
tal. His case is related by Sir Everard 
Home, in a paper in the Philosophical 
Transactions, I think in about the year 1811. 
But, according to the result, it would seem 
that the bite was not so venomous as we 
have been accustomed to suppose it to be ; 
for I think the man lived 14 or 16 days 





after he had received the injury, and, in- 
deed, recovered from its immediate effect, 
| though he died from general inflammation 
and sloughing of the cellular membrane of 
the arm, the effect of what might be called 
| phlegmonous erysipelas of the extremity. 
Now, in this country, we have not much 
opportunity of observing the bites of veno- 
mous serpents in a dangerous shape, or of 
putting into practice any of the remedies 
|that have been recommended, The only 
| venomous serpent here, as I have already 
| mentioned, is the viper, and the venomous 
power of that reptile is so feeble as not, in 
| general, to endanger the life of the human 
| Subject. Small animals may be killed bya 
| viper, but its bite does not usually kill a 


was called eau de luce, has been considered dog; it requires, according to the experi- 
to possess a very beneficial effect; it is | ments of Foster, three or four viper-bites to 
aboug equivalent to a preparation of our own | kill a dog, yet I must observe to you, that 


of the volatile alkali, with some other ingre- 
dients, In the East Indies, where veno- 
mous serpents are numerous, and where 
their bites are very serious, a remedy of the 
country, which has been called the éanjore 

ile, has been found to exercise a very con- 
siderable effect ; the chief ingredient in these 


the swelling of the part, and the disturbance 
of the nervous, the digestive, and the cir- 
culating systems, are very serious in the 
human subject after the bite of a viper, and, 
in many instances, when it has taken place 
in the young subject, it has proved fatal. 
Wounds received in Dissection.—Under 


pills has been discovered to be arseuic. Some | the division of poisoned wounds, in the syl- 
English practitioners, adopting the bint, labus drawn up for this course of lectures, 
have in consequence employed arsenic very | I have attached a query, a note of interro- 
freely, and in one of the volumes of the | gation, to the subject of ‘ injuries received 
Transactions of the Medico-Chirurgical So- } in dissection,”’ and I have done so in order 
ciety, there isa series of cases, related by to express the doubt which I feel in my 
@ surgeon who had an opportunity of ob-|own mind, whetber injuries of this kind— 
serving several of this kind in the West| whether the effects of such injuries—are 
Indies, where, I suppose, the animal that|owing to the introduction into the human 
inflicted the wounds was the yellow or spot- | form of a poison or not, 1t seems to be very 
ted serpent—the ‘‘ grande vipére fer-de- | doubtful in those cases, whether any thing 
lance de la Martinique.” In these cases he | actually venomous or virulent is introduced, 
exhibited two drachms of Fowler's solution | or, whether the results of these injuries must 
in the effervescing draught, and repeated it be said to arise from such wounds, con- 
every two or three hours. He has related | sidered merely as mechanical wounds, If 
a number of cases in which he adopted this these be poisonous wounds, the poison cer- 
bold treatment with good effects. 1 tainly follows other laws than those we ob- 

call it bold treatment, because two drachms serve in cases in which we are more inti- 
of the solution of the liquor arsenicalis, or mately acquainted with the poison. If we 
Fowler’s solution, coutain, I believe, a look at small-pox, cow-pox, scarlet fever, or 
n of the white arsenic, and | think we syphilis, we see that the application of the 

jo not, in general, begin by using the solu- | poisou produces pretty surely certain effects, 
tion in a larger quantity than about five or and that these will become apparent within 
seven drops to a dose. | a certain time; that they exhibit a certain 
A case of the bite of a rattle-suake occur- j Characters not difficult to be described before- 
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hand, and you can aseertain, pretty clearly, 
the symptoms and the course of such inju- 
ries. But we can give no such description 
of injuries that arise from wounds received 
in dissection. If they arise from a poison, 
then it is one of a very uncertain, and, al- 
most you might say, capricious kind. 

In the first place, in the great majority of 
instances of wounds received in dissection, 
No injurious effect is produced. There are 
hundreds and hundreds of such wounds 
always occurring without any injurious con- 
sequence. It is really only in a very small 
proportion out of the whole number of 
wounds that are received, that any prejudi- 
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membrane in which it is seated becomes 
inflamed, and this spreads throughout the 
whole limb generally, so that phlegmonous 
erysipelas is produced. This, in fact, is 
capable of itself, without the existence, 
without any suspicion of the existence, of a 
poisonous cause for its origin, to give rise 
to very serious local and equally serious ge- 
neral symptoms. A great majority of the 
cases in which those serious local effects 
arise, admit of explanation, without any 
suspicion of the existence of a poisonous 
property as the immediate cause. The 
cause, therefore, arising from the existence 





of a poison, must be confined to a few cases 


cial effects are’ produced in the human frame. | where some particular local, and some par- 
We can, perhaps, quite as well explain the | ticular general symptoms are produced. 
occurrence of these effects, when they do| With respect to a great number of the ordi- 
take place, by a reference to the particular| nary cases, I think there can be no hesita- 
state of health of the individual in whom /tion whatever in referring the phenomena 
they occur, as by any particular virulent | which they exhibit to the effects of the 
property that might be applied to the wound. | wounds, considered merely as causes of local 

ow, it happened to myself, when I was | inflammation. There was a geutleman, a 
employed in dissection, as it has happened | former pupil of this hospital, who wounded 
to many gentlemen present, to cut myself| his thumb in sewing up a body; the body 
hundreds of times, in dissecting bodies of | of a female who had died of some disease of 
all kinds—in dissecting bodies that have |the peritoneum. I believe he was hardly 
died under every variety of disease, and || aware of having injured himself, the prick 
mever experienced any ill effect but once,| was so slight. However, in the course of 
and then .I was not in very good health. | the night after he had received this injury, 
I had an inflammation of the finger, with| he felt a very severe pain in the part. He 
swelling up the hand and arm, and, subse-| might but have scarified the part a little, 
quently, swelling of the glands in the axilla, and received some slight wound; however, 
with suppuration. There are cases, how-|he felt extremely unwell, and when he 
ever, in which important local effects are awoke in the morning, be sent fora medical 
produced, and in which very serious, and | friend, who found him ina state of great 
even dangerous, symptoms occur. excitement. He was a robust and hearty 

It is + perhaps, rather a question of | person, of a full habit. His friend found 


curiosity than one of direct practical conse- | him with a full, hard, and strong pulse, with 
quence, whether these effects arise from a| considerable swelling about the part where 
poisonous matter communicated to the frame, | the injury had been received, and that swell- 
or whether they owe their origin to a par-| ing extending to the fore-arm and arm, He 
ticular state of health in the individual at| was so extremely restless, and his nervous 


the time the wound is inflicted. In the|system was so much disturbed, that he 
first place, we cannot point out any particu- | could hardly keep himself quiet. He was in 
lar state of a dead body, or any condition of | a state, in fact, which called immediately 
previous disease, that will certainly give |for pretty active dépletion, which was re- 
rise to any set of symptoms in these cases. | sorted to, and he lost about thirty ounces of 
Indeed, we shall observe an individual re-| blood, I believe, with considerable relief. 
ceive a prick or a cut in the dissection of a) He was better the next day, but still the 


certain subject, and suffer certain inconve- 
nience from it ; while others, who have dis- 
sected the same subject, suffer no injurious 
consequences at all from a similar injury. 
Then, in the majority of instances, the 
effects that are produced seem to be merely 
such as would arise from the infliction of the 
wounds considered in themselves, without 
any reference to the state of decomposi- 
tion of the dissected bodies in which they 
occur, Inflammation comes on in the seat 
of the wound ; suppuration may take place ; 
the absorbents leading from it become in- 
flamed ; the absorbent glands to which they 
lead may become inflamed; the cellular 


upper extremity generally was swelled ; the 
absorbents leading from the thumb along the 
fore-arm and the absorbent glands in the 
axilla became inflamed ; he had pain in the 
head, and the nervous symptoms continued, 
Leeches and cold were applied to the head, 
and purgative medicines were administered, 
| On the following day all the symptoms were 
| worse; the limb was more swelled ; the in- 
flammation of the absorbents and of the ab- 
sorbent glands more obvious ; all the symp- 
toms were more serious, and on this day I 
saw him. He fancied, from the swelling of 
the ball of the thumb where the injury had 
been received, that there must be matter 











WOUNDS IN DISSECTION. 


there, and he very strongly urged the neces- 
sity of opening it to let out the matter. Al- 
though no matter was felt, a pretty deep in- 


cision was made into it, and a small drop of 


matter did actually flow out. A poultice was 
applied to the part, and he was greatly re- 
lieved. The puncture was made very deep, 
and when the limb was enveloped in the 
poultice, he lost about thirty or forty ounces 
of blood without being aware of it. There 
seemed to be a couiillesibie artery cut, and 
he was the better for it. However, the 
swelling of the fore-arm and arm went on, 
and in the course of the day on which the 


incision was made, and between that and | 
the following day, in consequence of the} 
urgency of the symptoms, he lost blood from | 
the arm twice, and had an enormous quan- | 


tity of leeches applied to the head, the arm 
and fore-arm. Indeed the only relief he ex- 
perienced was from the application of the 
| aor and these he applied without count- 
ing them, merely taking a handful and lay- 
ing them on, and after their removal laying 
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being then dining out in com with a 
friend, he felt some heat and uneasiness 
in the end of one of his fingers, and he 
then thought he must have injured himself. 
On looking at the finger, a slight blush 
was observed upon it, and when the part 
was more particularly examined, a minute 
opening in the centre of that blush was ob- 
served, so that the inference was, that he 
















on another handful, so that, in the space of| 


about four-and-twenty hours, there were 
about a couple of hundred leeches applied to 


the upper extremity. By these means the | 


inflammatory action was pretty considerably 
reduced, and after the lapse of about three 
or’four days, he found himself exceedingly 
altered, At that time, and while he had a 
gentleman attending him almost constantly, 
( Dr. Gordon, of Finsbury Square ), a particular 
change took place. The limb became feeble 
and cold, and, under these symptoms, Dr, 
Gordon gave him a large quantity of opium, 
which relieved him ; he continued exhibit- 
ing opium until the symptoms were removed, 
aud, in this way, under the employment of 
opium, he gradually recovered. Now, I can 
here see nothing more than the effect of 
local irritation, the production of very high 
inflammatory action in the constitution of an 
individual whose habit disposed him to it, 
while the effect of depletion, in controlling 
that disturbance, is made very apparent ; so 
that in a case of this kind, I conceive there 
can beno reason for calling in the aid of a poi- 
son to account for the effects I have detailed. 
We do not require the action of poison at 
all to explain the symptoms in this case. 
There are some other cases in which the 
local and general symptoms have been ra- 
ther different; and it is in those particu- 
larly, that the agency of poison has been 
regarded as the true cause. There wasa 
physician who lived in the neighbourhood of 
London, who examined a lady that had died 
of puerperal peritonitis at eight o'clock in 
the morning of the 28th of December. He 
assisted in sowing up the body, and was not 
aware that he had injured himself; he did 
not know that he had pricked himself. At 
eight in the evening of the same day, 


| 
| 











had pinched that part in sewing up the body. 
He had it neal with the nitrate of silver, 
and also with a small quantity of the nitric 
acid, those applications being at hand, Now, 
these remedies were unattended with pain. 
He went home, and finding the finger still 
uneasy, as the former applications had 
given him no pain, he again applied the 
nitrate of silver, continuing the application 
till he felt it sensibly, aud then the pain 
thus produced increased to a degree of 
agony. Shiverings came on, and he passed 
a terribly restless night. When he was seen 
early in the morning, red lines were ob- 
served extending along the back of the hand. 
At eight in the morning of the 29th, the 
eschar was observed to be about the size of 
a split pea, which of course was supposed to 
arise from the application of the nitrate of 
silver. Leeches were directed to be applied, 
and fomentations, poultices, and aperient 
medicines ordered, About one o’clock on 
the same day, that is, on the day after that 
on which he had opened the body, the finger 
appeared swollen, and put on a livid appear- 
ance, the pain being very considerable. The 
medical friend who saw him, made an inci- 
sion through the integument down to the 
bone, and by so doing, found that the two 
last joints of the finger had mortified. No 
blood flowed, nor was pain experienced. 
The last phalanx and the middle phalanx of 
the finger were already in a state of gan- 
grene ; red lines were observed extending 
along the fore-arm up to the ulna, and un- 
easiness was felt in the axilla, At this ime 
he experienced a complete prostration of 
strength, and felt himself as weak as a child. 
There was an irregularity in the breathing, 
considerable torpor, and the pulse from 90 to 
100, and soft. During the rest of the day, 
he had much of a heavy kind of sleep, with 
intervals of severe pain. The hand and arm 
swelled now very considerably; the ab- 
sorbents inflamed along the arm, and the 
axillary glands also became affected. A 
greater degree of torpor and depression su- 
pervened, with difficulty of breathing, ac- 
companied by an erysipelatous blush in the 
axilla, and about the side ofthe chest. An 
opening was made in those situations with- 
out giving vent to any matter, and the gen- 
tleman died at six o'clock of the morning of 
the 1st of January, the fourth day after sew- 
ing up the body. Now, in this case there 
certainly was a remarkable effect produced 
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very rapidly; s chain of serious effects on 
the animal economy, by which, in the space 
of four days, death was produced in an in- 
dividual previously healthy. A gentleman, 
who was a few years agoa dresser at this 
hospital, an individual not very exemplary 
in his mode of living, being apt to indulge 
in the pleasures of the table, and not quite a 
pattern of regularity, opened a body, in the 
course of which he slightly pricked himself 
in one of his fingers. lt happened, that on 
the day on which this occurred, he had a 
large party of friends at his house, and that 
he drank very freely. In the course of the 
night he was awoke with excessive pain in 
the finger, and before the middle of the fol- 
lowing day, the last phalanx of his finger 


had mortified. Swelling of the finger, of! 


part of the hand, and of the limb generally, 


inflammation of the absorbents, and of the | 


MALIGNANT PUSTULES. 


such as to induce a belief to the contrary. 
We merely observe in them such sympa- 
thetic influence u the circulating. and 
nervous systems as may be = 

serious local injury, without the presence of 
any poison whatever, but which, occurring 
under particular states of health, is such, 
that in one case it terminates in recovery, 
and ia another is fatal. I am still in doebt, 
therefore, whether there is any poison com- 
municated in cases of injuries received in 
dissection. 

Malignant Pustules—l1I am aware that 
animal substances, in certain states of de- 
composition, are capable of producing a 
directly deleterious effect upon the human 





frame. I have already had occasion to men- 
tion to you, in speaking of mortification 
from local injuries, of the influence of what 
is called malignant pustule, where mortifi- 


absorbent glands, took place, and thus con- | cation takes place. This is not very com- 
siderable fever, combined with phlegmonous | mon in this country ; but, in others, where 
inflammation of the hand, fore-arm, and | butchers flay certain kinds of animals, and 
arm, occurred, and the patient was in a state | chance to cut themselves, attacks of this dis- 
of the greatest dauger. However, by making | ease are experienced, and a particular effect 
large incisions through the skin and cellular | is produced, which takes a certain course. 
membrane, he recovered. | Professor Delpech recognises this disease in 

Now, it is to be observed in the first of | his treatise. ‘There is a regularity im its, 
the cases I have mentioned, that of the phy- | proceeding, which indicates the existence of 
sician who examined the body of the lady, | a certain specific or peculiar cause. We do 
and who died in four days afterwards, and | not see anything like this to account for the 
as in many other of the most serious cases | serious consequences that are observable in 
that are recorded, the injury had been re-| cases of this kind, of which we ourselves are 


ceived in the examination of patients who 
had died of inflammation of the peritoneum, 
and more particularly of puerperal perito- 
nitis ; so that if there be any poisonous in- 
fluence capable of being communicated to 
the body, it would seem to be more espe- 
cially from the bodies of individuals who 
have died of this kind of disease. In the 
cases of these two individuals, however, we 
have instances in which on the one hand 
mortification took place ata very early pe 
. riod, and was soon followed by death, and, 
on the other, of mortification followed by re- 
covery. 

Now, so far as the mere occurrence of 
mortification, consaquent on an injury, goes, 
I do not deem it to be a sufficient proof of 
the operation of any poison. I remember 
very well a butcher's boy being brought 
into this hospital and placed under my care, 
whose hand had been pierced by a hook, 
which bad torn away a large triangular flap 
in the palm of the hand. It had not merely 
torn the skin, but both the skia and cellular 
membrane, making a flap which one would 
have united very well to the subcutaneous 
parts; yet, in that case, the flap mortified, 
though the wound was produced merely by 
a hook, so that the mere mortification does 
not prove that any poi infl has 
been excited, nor does it appear to me that 
the general symptoms of these cases are 





sometimes in on. 

Treatment.—Now, with respect to the 
| treatment of injuries that are received in 
[arseeta, some persons adopt the plan of 
touching the wound with the nitrate of sil- 


| ver, and | should suppose that thet is a safe 


| and a good mode of proceeding. ‘There can 
| be no doubt that if you expose the wound, 
thoroughly wash it, and touch it with the 
nitrate of silver, you would be likely to pre- 
vent any ill consequence likely to arise 
from it. Some have recommended that it 
should be washed with the oil of turpentine, 
which would have nearly the same result. 
These are means of a preventive kind. 
Now, if eny inflammation should come on, 
I conceive it would be necessary to keep the 
part in which the wound has been received, 
at perfect rest ; to foment or to poultice it, 
to apply soothing applications. If there were 
symptoms of decided inflammation proceed- 
ing, then it would be necessary to take blood 
from the part by leeches ; to take medicines 
for the purpose of evacuating the aliment- 
ary canal; and to adopt such measures of 
this kind as might be necessary until the 
danger is past. If still more considerable 
inflammation should have come on, and, if 
matiershould have formed, then I should 
think it advisable to open the part freely. In 
cases in which inflammation, swelling, and 


any thing like the formation of matter, occars 
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ata distance from the seat of injury, that is, 
for example, in cases of wounds in the 
fingers or hand, when redness and uneasi- 
ness oceur about the axilla or chest, if any 
thing like the formation of matter should be 
observed there, ] think the best course of 
proceeding would be freely to open the part. 
The danger in this case is of inflammation 
arising and proceeding in the cellular mem- 
brane of such parts; and, when it does so 
proceed, we know very well that there isa 
want of disposition in the parts to limit the 
inflammation ; that such inflammatiou is apt 
to creep on and involve them to a consider- 
able extent ; that the matter does not tend 
to approach the surface, and, therefore, that 
a free incision into the part is according to 
experience a most advantageous mode of 
treatment. 

As to the constitutional disturbances that 
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derable swelling of the glands of the axilla, 
with induration and suppuration, came on. 
One of my medical friends who was kind 
enough to visit me, made, | observed, a 
very long face when he saw the case, and 
he conceived, as | afterwards found, that the 
glands in the axilla had taken on a scirrhous 
character, which partook of the same affec- 
tion as existed in the stomach of the body [ 
had examined. He mentioned this to ano- 
ther gentleman who was visiting me, with 
strict injunctions not to let me know of it, 
for fear of its alarming me; however, those 
injunctions were not attended to, and we 
had a good laugh over it, because I was not 
in the slightest degree alarmed. Now, cer- 
tainly, in examining cases of this sort, cases 








of cancer, syphilis, fungus hematodes, and 
| so forth, I do not know of any particular 


| poison being communicated to wounds re- 


may ensue in conjunction with these local | ceived on such occasions. There may be 
symptoms, generally speaking, they are al- | exceptions to this general rule: there are, I 
together of an inflammatory kind, and by | believe, some instances recorded, of indivi- 
treating the case by the antiphlogistic means | duals who have received wounds, either in 
according to the extent of disturbance, you | the examination of animals dying uader par- 
will succeed best. 1 confess | do not regard | ticular states of disease, or in administering 
those cases with any thing like feelings of | something during life to those animals; for 
alarm; because, in the great majority of | instance, there are instances in which indi- 
instances, if proper attention be paid to them, | viduals have received an injury to the band 
they terminate favourably. I do not con-| while administering medicines to a gian- 
ceive, therefore, that, generally speaking, | dered horse, and particular symptoms have 
they should create alarm or be viewed with | occurred ; abscesses, for instance, have 
apprehension. I acknowledge that I am | formed in parts of the body. Now it has been 
rather inclined to discourage the idea that| found, that the matter of such abscesses is 
these wounds are ofa poisonous nature, be- | capable of communicating the glanders to 


cause I conceive its prevalence likely to 
give rise to much unnecessary alarm. I do 
not, however, argue against the supposi- 
tion merely on this ground, but I give you 
my real and serious opinion upon the sub- 
ject, free from any notion of that kind ; I am 


. glad to be able conscientiously to arrive at 


the conclusion I have come to, that your 
anatomical studies might not be prosecuted 
with dread. 

Although the venereal disease is capable 
of being communicated during life, we do 
not know of its having the power of being 
eommunicated from the dead subject to the 
living. Neither in cancer, fungus hema- 
todes, nor in any similar case, Lave we any 
instance of disease of the same kind being 
communicated to the human body through 
the medium of a wound irflicted in dissect- 
ing the parts after death. 

I have mentioned to you, that I have only 


once suffered inconvenience from a wound | 


inflicted while dissecting, and that was in 
opening a person who had died of cancer in 
the stomach. In that case it happened, as 
it does in many others, that the body was 
opened ‘very recently after death ; it was 

cold. The man died of the most for- 
midable affection of the stomach, and I wound- 
ed my fore-finger, from which very consi- 


|horses or asses ; so that there may be in- 

stances of particular poisonous wounds com- 
| municating peculiar poisonous effects to the 
| human frame. 
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SEVERE CASE OF TYPHUS GRAVIOR. 
[Concluded from p. 629.] 


Ar the conclusion of the lecture on the 
18th inst., Dr. Alison finished his observa- 
| tions on this case ( W. Meikison’s) :— 

Although the termination of his disease 
was accompanied by remarkable stupor, yet 
no morbid effusion of seram was found in 
the brain. Such effusion is usually met 
with in some degree in similar cases to the 
present, but generally bears no proportion 
to the stupor; the inference therefore is 
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rational, that some other cause besides com- was here handed round, which 
i on the brain and nervous | Dr. Alison said was also a remarkable exam- 
° the progress of this disease, in- | ple of tubercular deposition on the extensive 
creased action of vessels no doubt was| serous membrane, corresponding to the in- 
Fog 4 concerned, but it was equally proba- | flamed internal surface). On the whole, he 
that the effects in part also resulted | gave it as his opinion, that affectionsof these 
from the influence of a morbific poison, | parts were more connected with the latter 
leaving, like many narcotics, &c., no traces | stages of fever, than concerned in its origi- 
of its agency behind. The thorax of this | nal production. 
man had been examined, and morbid appear- In conclusion, he remarked thatinflamma- 
ances detected ; the abdomen was also open- | tion of mucous membranes often occurred 
ed, and the spleen appeared rather enlarged, | under various, and, apparently, anomalous 
but it was very doubtful how far this was | circumstances, as when the conjunctiva, as 
connected with the fatal disease ; the glands well as the intestinal lining, becomes in- 
of Peyer and Brunner were also increased | flamed, in consequence of protracted fast- 
in size, but free from structural alteration ; | ing, as seen in the experiments of Jeandin. 
the mucous membrane throughont was | Whatever might be the explanation of these 
healthy, and presented no marks of ulcera- | phenomena, they were sufficient to prove 
tion, vascularity, or inflammatory action ;| that our error would be great, should we 
the only circumstance connected with its| conclude that inflammation in these situa- 
condition worthy of remark, being the ex- | tions was always of so active a nature, as to 
istence of a few spots like fleabites on the | demand eatiphlogistie treatment ; he didnot 
inner membrane of the stomach, which he,|deny but that really active inflammatory 
Dr. Alison, had no doubt, resulted from the | affections of the abdominal mucous mem- 
same dissolved state of blood which induced | brane did occasionally occur in fever, and 
a petechial eruption on the external surface. | demanded the most vigorous measures, not- 
Appearances of inflammatory action on the | withstanding it was evident that, in the case 
mucous membrane of the intestinal canal, | under discussion, neither the symptoms, nor 
he continued, were very frequently observed | the post-mortem appearances, were such ss 
in dissections of fever cases ; and, from the | to justify any other plan than the stimu- 
best authenticated statements, it seemed | lating treatment; neither did they afford us 
that these appearances occurred less fre-| any more satisfactory insight into the nature 
uently here than in London, and in Londou | of the disease, than that the vital actions 
den in Paris. In Paris, too, fever was very | were, however, inexplicably affected, and 
generally accompanied by spontaneous diar- | that the functions of different organs werer 
rheea, and effusions within the cranium were | more concerned than their structure, 
comparatively rare. Now, in Edinburgh, 
these effusions were the most usual of all 
the local evidences of fever observable after PRSUMOETA. 
death. From these data, different opinions| The case of James O’Keil (vide p. 598) 
concerning the use of purgative medicines in | having terminated fatally the day after it 
this disease, may be readily reconciled with | was last alluded to, Dr. Alison proceeded 
each other ; and it will no longer appear sur- | to give an accourmt of the dissection. About 
prising that such remedies should be con- | half a pint of morbid serum was found in the 
sidered of the utmost utility here, while, in | left side of the chest, and the pleura of the 
Paris, they are avoided as being detrimental. | same side was coated with a thin effusion of 
As far as Meikison’s case could throw light| recent lymph. The greater part of the left 
on the general question of the nature of| lung was in a state of grey hepatization; the 
these inflammatory affections of the mucous | right lung was healthy. (Specimens were 
membrane of the intestines, and the ylands | here handed round for inspection.) In see 
of Peyer and Brunner, it would be remem- | veral places, the inflammation appeared to 
bered that the fatal event occurred in him | be bounded by the lobules of the lung. The 
with great rapidity, but it was probable that | liver was somewhat enlarged, soft, and gorged 
if the disease had lasted longer, the glands | with blood. ‘his case Dr, Alison considered 
would have become further inflamed, or even | remarkable, principally on account of its 
proceeded to ulceration. As far as this case | unusual rapidity, death having supervened 
went, then, it tended to prove that any changes | 72 hours after the last attack ; and from the 
in the glands were insufficient to establish a| great depression which characterised its 
general pathology of fever, and should be | progress, this he thought was mainly to be 
considered rather as the effect than a cause | attributed to the state of intoxication which 
of that disease; besides, it was well known | preceded the pulmonic inflammation, per- 
that ulcerations of these glands, and of the | haps, on the whole, the fittest name which 
mucous membranes especially, took place | could be applied to the disease as it existed 
under other circumstances without fever | in this man was, pneumonia, with delirium 
being produced (a preparation of these ap- | tremens, 
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Thursday, Jan, 14th, 1830. feet, and various dyspeptic symptoms. The 
eldeedd tea ween, change to which he, Dr. Alison, , ago 
. " r had to call the notice of the » Wasa 
Dr. Alison commenced with a case which | sudden and violent attack of pain referred to - 
presented all the appearances of urticaria) the stomach, which occurred subsequent to 
evanida, and was only imperfect as far a8|/the last lecture, accompanied by rigours, 
history was concerned, as for some time | tenderness of epigastrium, frequent small 
the patient was unable to recollect any thing | pulse, and incessant vomiting. For these 
unusual in his diet or manner of living, to symptoms he was bled to 16 ounces, with 
which he could attribute the affection. He | relief of all the symptoms except the vomit- 
said afterwards, however, that for some | ing, which yet continues, and is especially 
weeks previous to admission, he had lived | severe about an hour after taking food. His 
principally on potatoes and salt herrings, | tongue is foul ; there is nothing unusual in 
food to which before this he was unaccus-|the appearance of his stools; there is no 
tomed. The eruption presented all the cha-| epigastric tumour; the vomited matter is 
racters described by Dr, Willan, fading and | acid, and is ejected with burning pain, and 
returning irregularly through the day, and | he complains of a distressing sensation of 
consisting of elevated spots or papule, with! globus. In such a case Dr. Alison consi- 
whitish tops, and a diffused red base, not|dered the practice very difficult, as it was 
containing fluid. This eruption Dr. Alison | bard to say how far the symptoms were in- 
further remarked, might be readily distin-| flammatory or nervous in their origin. He 
gas any other, by the inflammatory ‘had ordered for him the oxyde of bismuth 
isposition which the skin showed on the| yesterday, and to-day had given borax, 
slightest irritation, On drawing the nail | which has lately been recommended in ob- 
over it, for instance, a red mark, like the | scure inflammatory diseases of the stomach, 
wheal of a whip, was almost immediately | and perhaps acts in the same way as in 
produced, In this patient there were no | aphthz of the mouth, for which it is found of 
symptoms of a febrile character, but the|so much utility. Dr. Alison said he would 
urticaria often occurs in a more acute form, again mention this case when its nature be- 
sometimes even with all the symptoms of| came more decided. 
poisoning, as, for example, when it arises 
from eating muscles and other deleterious 
fishes. Vegetable bitters were also known eorianent wih anannerncnte 
to be a frequent cause of it. The late Dr.| Dr. Arsson.—Three new cases have been 
Gregory was remarkably affected in this | admitted since the preceding lecture. The 
way Bitter almonds in any form of prepara- | first, Wm. M‘Intyre, atat. 60, who laboured 
tion, constantly excited the eruption. At|undera recent attack of bronchitis, super- 
nt there are two patients in the wards, | vening on an asthmatic disease of ten years’ 
in whom it has arisen since their admission ; | standing, the asthmatic disposition was suffi- 
one (the old man with intermittent fever) | ciently marked by old cough, dyspnea, in- 
has been using the sulphate of quinine, the | creased in damp cold weather, and tow 
other has been taking Dover's powder, both | moruing. ‘hough the present bronchitis 
of which have been discontinued in conse- | was recent, it, perhaps, should be considered 
quence. The treatment pursued in this| rather as an exacerbation of a chronic affec- 
case would be the warm-bath occasionally, | tion of the same nature, as the patient dis- 
and the internal use of the nitric acid. tinctly stated that for some time he had exe 
pectorated a considerable quantity of muco- 
purulent matter; and there was no other 
circumstance to justify the suspicion of ac- 








DECAYED CONSTITUTION, 


Within a few days, Dr. Alison said a re- 
markable change had taken place in a man 
named Gilliland, who lies in the long ward. 
He has been in the house a great length of 
time, and was evidently one of those per- 
sons whose case was vaguely described as 
that of a broken-down constitution—here, 
perhaps, the effect of dissipated habits. The 
traces of venereal ulcerations were still 

present, and not long before, he had a syphi- 
jitic sore throat, an eruption of an un- 
peliginous character. He has had various 
other sequel of syphilis, such as swelled 
knee, &c., and his strength and bulk have 
declined much of late. Within these few 


tual phthisis. This aggravation had only 
occurred two days previous to his admission, 
The stethoscopic indications entirely corro- 
borated the evidence of the general symp- 
toms, the sound on percussion was clearer 
than natural, the respiratory murmur faint, 
avd mixed with sonorous rales, especially 
over the left side, of which he particularly 
complained, On the i5thinst. he said, he 
was exposed to wet and cold, and was at- 
tacked by rigours, followed by the usual py- 
rexial symptoms, and a stitch of the left 
side, on admission the pulse was frequent 
and irregular. This case, Dr. Alison con- 
sidered an exceeding good example of the 





days he has complained much of pain in the 


exacerbations which so frequently occur in 
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chronic bronchitis, and in which it will be 
found a point of the utmost importance to 
watch for their first accesion, for the double 
pur of being able to apply the necessary 
antiphlogistic remedies, as soon as possible, 
and in the smallest available quantities, for, 
in these cases there were two principal 
dangers, first, if the inflammatory action be 
not speedily modified, great increase of _ 
pnea takes place, and the patient sivks by 
the pneumonia notha, or “ catarrh suffocant,” 
or dropsical effusion may take place, or 
secondly, if active evacuation be practised, 
the patient may either sink rapidly or his 
debility may be so increased as to aggravate 
materially the previously existing chronic 
disease, a circumstance which might be 
readily expected, as the asthmatic paroxysm 
or chronic bronchial affection, can only be 
relieved by copious expectoration, which, 
under such circumstances, is perfectly in- 
compatible with great depletion. The safest 
course he, Dr. Alison, had always found to 
be, to watch for the exacerbation and attack 
it at once, when very moderate evacuations 
would be found of more effect, than they 
would at a later period, though carried to a 
proportionate extent. 

The day before admission he was bled to 
125, and an hour after admission the vene- 
section was repeated to the same amount. 
A blister was then applied to the chest, and 
the antimonial sol. with a few drops of laud- 
anum given ; laxatives were also used, and 
under this treatment he is to-day consider- 
ably relieved, Dr. Alison, therefore, con- 
sidered him out of danger as far as the exa- 
cerbation was concerned, but the effect of it 
e' the old disease was very much to be 





It was important, further, in this case to 
observe, that it was probable that pleuritis 
had also occurred, without any information 
being afforded by the stethoscope, of its pre- 
sence ; this, probably, resulted from old effu- 
sions or thickening of the pleura, in the same 

as he had been some years before af- 
tected with pleuritic inflammation of that 
side. Nowgophony could now be detected, 
though the case was recent enough for the 
observation of that phenomenon; and this 
fact showed that though the stethoscope 
often affords us valuable information (as it 
did here with respect to the bronchitis and 
asthma), yet in many important instances, 
involving the propriety of antiphlogistic 
treatment, it leaves us in doubt of the nature 
of the more acute and formidable disease. 





ORGANIC DISEASE OF THE HEART—DROPSY. 


The second case was David Chalmers, 
wtat. 46, admitted with evident organic dis- 
ease of the heart, which had proceeded to 
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dropsical effusion ; in all he had been seven 
months ill, but till within the lagt fortnight 
or three weeks, he has not been disabled from 
pursuing his usual tions. His chief 
complaint was of continual and distress- 
ing palpitations; his pulse was not irregu- 
lar, but small at the wrist, while the beart’s 
action was inordinately great; the carotids 
pulsated evidently, and the heart’s apex was 
felt below the sixth rib; from all which ap- 
pearances, Dr. Alison concluded that there 
existed hypertrophy of the left ventricle, 
robably depending on disease of the aortal 
ining, or semilunar valves. Two symptoms 
besides were present in this patient, from 
which it might be suspected that the right 
side of the heart was also affected ; first, 
evident pulsation of the external jugular 
veins, which might arise from regurgitation 
of the superior cava; and, secondly, strong 
pulsation in the epigastrium, perhaps pro- 
duced by enlargement of the right side of 
the organ ; the sound of the heart's action, 
too, was loudest at the lower extremity of 
the sternum; yet these symptoms, though 
present in disease of the venous chambers 
of the heart, were, by no means, unequivocal 
diagnostic signs, as both are known to occur 
in cases of old asthma, when the heart is 
entirely unaffected, though the same causes 
induce these symptoms in all cases, namely, 
fulness of the right side of the heart, either 
arising from stagnation of the blood in the 
lungs or in the heart itself, 

In addition to all these there was great 
dyspnea, emaciation, and weakness; con- 
siderable dropsical effusion had also taken 
place ; however, there was no evidence of 
fluid being poured out in any quantity into 
the cavity of the chest, the respiratory sound 
being generelly heard. Before the patient’s 
admission hemoptysis had occurred, which, 
taken along with the distressing dyspnea at 
present, seemed to indicate great conges- 
tion in the lungs, which may probably ter- 
minate in the infiltration of serum into their 
texture, or the adema pulmonum; he is 
continually drowsy besides, a symptom, Dr, 
Alison said, denoting very great danger in 
cases of this description, usually proceeding 
to delirium, and he had never seen a con- 
firmed example of hydrothorax recover after 
delirium had arisen. 

Purgatives have been directed and diure- 
tics, such as the spir. etheris nitrosi and 
tinct. digitalis; a blister has also been ap- 
plied, both on account of the me and 
the stupor ; some wine has also been allow- 
ed (bat in very small quantities), in conse- 
quence of the debility, emaciation, and cold- 
ness of skin. Dr. Alison said, he would 
revert to the case again as soon as any 
change shall have taken place. 
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INTERMITTENT FEVER.<EAST 


last 
of the tertian type, but irregular in 
duration of the paroxysm. The disease 
showed itself in bim in July last, after 
the influence of the Lincoln 
fens, but never occurred in a decided form 
till within the last fortnight. At present 
he is weak, emaciated, and compleias of a 
chronic cough ; the ribs scarcely move in 
respiration, perhaps on account of ossifica- 
tion of their cartilages. Between the parox- 
sms his pulse is of good strength; his 
ower are habitually costive. The only 


practice necessary in such a case was, the 
employment of laxatives and the sulphate of 
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make the observation, that in the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome, intermittests often pre- 
vail most when these conditions of the 
marshes do not exist. This t was 
ordered three grains of the sulphate of qui- 
nine four times a day, a quantity which Dr, 
Alison had almost invariably found suffi- 
ciently effective. 

[Ina few days Dr. Duncan, the Professor 
of Materia Medica, and Dr. Home, Profes- 
sor of Practice of Physic, succeed the pre- 
sent lectures in the clinical wards; for rea- 
sons unnecessary to be explained at present, 
we shall confine ourselves to Dr. an’s 
cases. ] 





quinine. Of the latter, Dr. Alison said, he 
could not speak in sufficient praise in affec- 
tions of this nature ; in fact, he considered 
this remedy by far the most valuable addi- 
tion which pharmaceutie science had fur- 
nished to the practice of medicine in modern 
times. 

The day before admission he was bled in 
the cold stage, and, according to his own 
assertion, without the slightest effect on the 
paroxysm. With respect to this line of 
practice, Dr. Alison believed that it rarely 
prevented the retura of the fit, on the con- 
trary, that in old patients the return is acce- 
lerated by it ; as in this instance it showed 
no influence on the actual paroxysm, there 
Was no encouragement to put the remedy 
to the trial sgain. There have been six cases 
of intermittent fever in the clinical wards 
since the season commenced, and in all the 
first attack had either occurred in a district 
in which the disease was prevalent, or soon 
after the departare of the patients from such 
places ; in fact, almost every case of ague 
met with in the Royal Infirmary was attri- 
butable to the Lincolnshire malaria. The 
poison which operates thus varies in its 
intensity in different times and places, and 
is more powerful in spring and autumo than 
in summer or winter; it is comparatively 
rare in Scotland, at present; its nature is 
known alone by its effects on man and the 
lower animals, as the latter have been re- 
peatedly observed, in Portugal and India, to 
droop and sicken in the districts most afflict- 
ed with ague ; and in India the wild animals 


. have been known to forsake the jungle where 


the disease prevailed, and at particular sea- 
sons of the year. Notwithstanding all this, 
it should still be admitted, that various 
causes, as well as malaria, acted in the pro- 
ductiou of ague. Miasmata were said to be 
most noxious where the decaying vegetable 
matter in the marshes was exposed to the 
direct action of the sun's rays, or where 
stagnation took place to a great extent; yet 
he, Dr. Alison, had been repeatedly in- 
formed, by gentlemen well competent to 


ON THE MEDICAL SERVICE OF THE 
EAST INDIA COMPANY, 


No. II. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 


Sir,—The allowances to medical officers 
in India, in the shape of contracts, which 
had existed for half a century, and which 
have been recently abolished, were, as 
undermentioned, on the establishment of 
Fort St. George, and similar contracts ob- 
tained on the other Presidencies. 

For Europeans—say for 1000 men—to 
the medical officer in charge, whether sur- 
geon or assistant-surgeon, 70 cash per man 
per day, which, for a month of thirty days, 
amounts to 2059 rupees, or at 1s. 8d. the 
rupee, to 167/. 6s. 8d. This is allowance in 
garrison, or in the field. Besides which, 
eight fanams were drawn, by the medical 
officer in charge, for every man sick in hos- 
pital, on account of bis hospital clothing and 
bedding, diet, wine, servants, and all hospi- 
tal expenses. 

For 1000 natives—Sepoys—in garrison, 
to the surgeon or assistant-surgeon in medi- 
cal charge, (for there are never two medical 
officers in the Company’s service with a 
regiment, ) the sum of five pagodas, or seven- 
teen rupees and a balf, for every 100 men 
per month ; for the supply of country medi- 
cines and materials, &c., 175 rupees, or 
141. 11s. 8d.; and 21 rapees for a tent for 
cover of medicines, 11. 15s. 

For 1000 native soldiers to the medical 
officer in charge in the field per mensem, 
245 rupees, or 20/. 8s. 4d.; and seven ru- 
pees per month for every 100 men for the 
carriage of medicines,70 rupees, or 51. 16s.8d, 
and tent as above. 

The present allowances, ordered by the 
Court of Directors, May 28, 1828, in lieu of 
the ahove, are 





For 1000 Europeans, or for 1000 natives, 


ee 


















for one month, to a full surgeon only in 
medical charge in garrison, 182 rupees, or 
151. 3s. 4d. 

For ditto, ditto, to a full surgeon only, in 

medical charge as above in the field, 312 ru- 
, or 261. 

For 1000 Europeans, or for 1000 Sepoys, 
to an assistant: surgeon in exclusive medical 
charge in garrison, 72 rupees per month, 
or 6l. 

For ditto, ditto, to an assistant-surgeon in 
medical charge in the field, 162 rupees, or 








Bi. 10s. 
Having given an account of the late, and 


of the present pay and allowances of medical | 
officers in the Fast India Company's Ser- 
vice, the inadequacy of their remuneration 
for their bare subsistence in India, remains 
to be shown; but, first, it will be necessary 
to quote the pay and allowances of major of 
native infantry in garsison, and in the field, 
in reference, as well to the order of the 
Court of Directors of the 28th of May last, 
as to what | am to state hereafter of the pay 
and allowances of chaplains, in contrast with 
those of surgeons in the honourable Com- 
pany’s service. 


Major’s Pay in Garrison. 
R 








iis niin asin edition 0 
Tent allowance ..... — 60 
PUOUSS SOME. c cecccccscccece 80 
Horse allowance............ 30 
Half batta eeeeeeere ee eee ee 225 

Total .... 575 

Major’s Pay in the Field. 
Rupees, 

Pay.....00+- ean cocncecess: SEP 
Gratuity .... 5.60 ceeeceee oe » 0 
Tent allowance ........... - 120 
House rent ......eeeeeees 0 
Horse allowance .........  @ 


Full batta .....eeeeeeees 
Total.... 780 


The difference of batta to a full surgeon, 
in charge of a regiment, is 135 rupees in 
garrison, and 270 rupees in the field. 

It will be presently seen that there are 
very few full surgeons attached to regi- 
ments in the Company’s service in India, 
and consequently few to whom the order 
giving to surgeons in charge of regiments, 

difference between captain’s and major’s 
batta, is applicable, It may be here noticed 
that the number of full surgeons for the 
several Presidencies in India, was estimated 
from the number of regimental medical 
charges prior to 1824. The members of the 
Board, three in number, only were allowed 
for as extra. But no allowance was made 
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for medical staff and civil appointments held 
by full surgeons. About 1824, when the 
number of regiments on all the Presiden- 
cies was doubled, the battalions being made 
regiments, with the increased proportion of 
military officers and staff, not one strgeon 
was added to the lists on any of the esta- 
blishments. Another proof, if proofs were 
wanting, of the total disregard of the direc- 
tors of the corporation, to the interests and 


‘rights of this class of their servants. 


In Bengal, the number of full surgeons 
is 120, of whom 45 are attached to regi- 
ments; in Madras, number of full surgeons, 
72, of whom 11 are attached to regiments ; 
in Bombay, number of full surgeons, 45, of 
whom 12 are attached to regiments, Total, 
of full surgeons on the three Presidencies, 
237, of whom 68 are attached to regiments. 

The assistant-surgeons, therefore, on all 
the establishments, are almost exclusively 
the only regimental surgeons or medical 
officers; and from the constitution of the 
service, which will hereafter be explained, 
they must continue to be so. 

For the exercise of their professional ta- 
lents in India, and for this exclusive charge, 
assistant-surgeons have an allowance of 30 
rupees a month in garrison, and 60 rupees 
a month in the field, with 42 rupees a month 
for a palanquin, little more than half the 
expense of keeping one,* and for a very 
considerable portion of their time and ser- 
vitude. Should any persons hereafter be 
found mad enough to enter this service on 
the present miserably low terms, they will 
often find themselves without the prescribed 
minimum charge, and not untrequently 
without any charge at all, and, consequent- 
ly, without either the one allowance, con- 
temptible as it is, or the other, On these 
terms, however, an assistant-surgeon, en- 
tering at the foot of the lists, is to remain 
for 12 or 15 years of his service in India, 
which period of service, from lost health 
with the survivors, seldom exceeds 22 


ears. 
. In addition to the above allowance when 
employed, an assistant-surgeon in the Com- 
pany’s Service in India, can only reckon on 
the pay of lieutenant of native infantry, 
224 rupees = 18/. 13s. 4d. or 224/. a year. 
Out of this a young man, unacquainted with 
Indian affairs, may imagine that he might 
save about 50/. a year, to enable him to 
come home on furlough, in case of lost 
health, or on his promotion to a surgeoncy, 
after from twelve to fifteen years’ service, 
Vain hope! His pay, he will find to be in- 





* That is, 1s, 8d. per diem in garrison, 
in which nine parts out of ten of their time 
ts spent, and 3s, 4d. per diem for the exer- 
cise of their profession whea employed on 
field service ! 
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sufficient for his immediate support in India, 
and that during the twelve or fifteen years 
of his service as assistant-surgeon, he will 
of necessity have contracted a debt which 
his advanced pay on otion to a surgeon, 
then also unequal to his maintenance during 
the next ten or fifteen years, cannot of course 
enable him to discharge. Should he in the 
interim lose his health, and be compelled to 
retire fram the service, his retiring pension 
as surgeon he will find as inadequate to his 
‘support in Europe, as his pay was in India. 

The sum of 224 rupees certainly does ap- 
pear considerable, when first placed before 
the assistant-surgeon, after his arrival in 
India, but it vanishes in a trice. He can 
scarcely call it his own.* When he shall 
have paid the current and unavoidable de- 
mands on him for the last month, excepting 
his current account to his European mer- 
chant at the Presidency, which he cannot 
pay, he will generally find that he has not 
wherewithal left in his servant's hands, to 
discharge the most trifling incidental de- 
mand; he never regales his eyes again with 
the sight of the canvass bag containing his 
treasure, brought to him on the issue of pay, 
but, on its receipt being announced, orders 
his servant, not without g hearty curse, to 
pay it away. 

We are informed by the latest accounts 
from India, that committees have been or- 
dered at different stations of the armies, to 
ascertain and report upon the expenses of a 
subaltern officer for living, and so forth; in 
which living are to be included his various 
public subscriptions to the mess, to amuse- 
ments, and so on, as incurred at many of the 
large stations, and, in fact, generally to 
ascertain what is required to enable him to 
support himself with respectability. ‘This 
in India is reckoned rank humbug ; that no 
increase of pay would follow, and further 
clipping was impossible. ‘This most super- 
fluous inquiry—a tub to amuse the whale— 
removes the pain that would otherwise have 
been occasioned by the necessity of the 
following exposé of the res anguste of all 
below the rank of major iu the honourable 
Company’s service in India, and shows the 
propriety of the late reductions by the Direc- 
tors, and from subalterns chiefly, for the pay- 
ment of the expenses of the Burmese war, 
and of the Company's debts generally. These 
reductions operate with especial severity on 
the captains and subalterns of the army, in 
which ranks all surgeons and assistant-sur- 
geons are included, The Committee of 
Finance assembled at Calcutta, and formed 
of officers of rank from each of the Presi- 
dencies, has nearly brought its proceedings 
toa close. Lord William Bentinck, mean- 
time, continues unremittingly (God bless 





* Vix ea nostra yoco, 
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him!) the system of retrenchment, which he 
commenced. The reductions affect the civil 
department prospectively, but the military 
in an immediate and direct manner. The 
medical department of the service, above all, 
is utterly ruined. 

The particulars of a medical officer, an 
assistant-surgeon’s monthly expenditure, on 
the Madras establishment, are nearly as 
follow :— 

Servants and Carriage : 
Rupees, 
1 Head servant, dubash, or khid- 
Mutgar....sccesocerecessce 12 


1 Second ditto, or maty....seee058 7 
1 Dressing-clothes-boy .....e..+6 6 
1 Chair boy, koorsee walla ...... 5 
1 Cook, bawurchee .....2....-0.- 10 
1 Tailor, durzee (ordinary workman) 8 
1 Lascar (khularee) fortent...... 8 
1 Sweeper, miktur, toty.,......6. 5 
1 Horsekeeper, saeS ...cccseesee 7 
1 Grass-cutter, ghusiyara........ 34 
2 Bullock drivers for tent, buel walla 14 
1 Washerand i ironing man,dhobee 7 
1 Tannee ketchee, or waterwoman 3} 
I Barber, hujam.....csescceenee 2 
1 Orderly boy, a recruit-regimental 
SEPVANt .. ccs cccceee caseece @ 
4 Bullocks for tent carriage, at five 
Tupees each ..scccseeeveee ee 20 
— 100 


} Mess Bill: 

To the mess butler for ordinary, that 

is, for tiffin or luncheon, for din- 
ner, and share of the pay of 
MESS SETVANES ...cceceeeeeee BD 


Wine, beer, and brandy,......... 55 
Share of public dinners,,...... ma” = 
To the mess fund . .ccossseees — 


Expense of palanquin, 7 bearers, 
bhoee, at 7 rupees each; the 
sum fixed by government .... 49 

1 Head bearer.....eseccceseseee 8 

1 Massalge, link-boy ........+008 7 

Repair of palanquin .....ceee005 6 

70 





House-rent at out-stations; at the 
Presidencies, it isat least double 40 
Horse expense: grain, covering, 
straw, head and heel ropes, 


shoeing, XC.+....+- ee recees so 
Medical fund, subscription to the, 

asa bachelor .....6...-ee00 28 
Tents, tear and weor of, mending., 20 
Regimentals, and other wearing ap- 

parel..... oseccce ences cece 35 
Surgical instruments, repairs of, and 

FENEWING .. ce cerececsceees . 7 
Stationery .....ccececcceceres ° 10 
Breakfast at home ..........000+ 45 
Amusements, and sundries ...... 40 


Total assist.-surgeon's expenses 525 
in cantonment or garrison... 7 














ee eeee 


1 Bullock driver, ee ea weal 
Additional mess expense for car- 
riage and other things ...... 10 


— 75 
Total assist.-surgeon’s oe 
in the field...........00 


600 | 

Full surgeon’s expenses in garrison, 
the same as assist.-surgeon’s.. 
Additional subscription to the me- 
dical fund 
Additional expenses, as requiring 
more comfort from longer resi- 
dence in India........-e0+08 


525 


17 
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595 |Full surgeon's expenses in the field 


the same as assistant ........ 600 
Extra subscription to the medical . 
eee ee ee etree ee rr rere ee 1 

Extra expenses from protracted re 
sidence in India .........++- 100 
Rupees,....+.++6 717 





Before balancing this account, it is pro- 
per to state, that a medical officer's expenses 
in Iedia are always the same under similar 
circumstances, whether employed in a great- 
er or lesser charge, or not employed at all. 
His services are at all times exclusively 
| available for the Company's purposes ; and 
jas long as he is present for duty, it seems 

in the highest degree unjust that a fair re- 
muneration for services, or readiness to 
perform them should be withheld from him 
—ie any account whatever. 





J Rupees. 
Assistant-sargeon’s pay in canton- 
ment, Xc. without a corps or other 


medical charge ........+0s++ 224 
Deficiency in garrison ;.......... 259 
Rupees.......++0 483 


Assistant-surgeon’s pay in canton- 





MORE... ce cecccccccsccseccsses 224 
And if in charge of a regiment, or of 
five companies of Sepoys, or two 
ditto of Europeans ............ 50 
Palanquin allowance ...........- 12 
296 
Deficiency with a regiment in can- 
TOMMERE .o ce cececeseesenees - 229 
Rupees.......+45 525 
Assist.-surgeon’s pay in the field. .254 
In charge as above for batta ...... 60 
PUM ac cccccccccccccccces 42 
— 556 
Deficiency in the field ......... ° 244 
Rupees......... . 600 
Full surgeon's pay in garrison, with- 
Out @ COTPS «6... eee ce cece eees 571 
Daflcienty oc sccccccsccccsccese 3e1 
Rupees.......+.- 692 
Full surgeon’s pay in the field ....411 
Af in charge of a regiment, differ- 
—- betwixt surgeon’s and ma- 
"a full batta ........05000+--270 
uin etree ee ew eeee 42 


Rupees,..esesees 723 


Rupees. 
Assistant-surgeon’s expenses in can- 
tonment, less palanquin expense... 483 
(See account.) 
Rupees.......+. + 485 
Assistant-surgeon’s expenses in gar- 
rison with a regiment.,.......0+ 525 
Rupees..... coves 525 
Assistant-surgeon’s expenses in the 
BeEE wc cccccccccccccccccpoccess 600 
Rupees.....+++4+ 600 
Ful lsurgeon’s expenses in garrison... 692 
sd _ 
Rupees......+++- 692 
Full surgeon's expenses in the field.. 717 
Surplus! ....ccccccccseves seveees 6 
Rupeessssscseeee 72 
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The facts stated in te few accounts 
require no commentary. average ser- 
vice in India as —— 
geon is 26 years, 13 years in . 

My next, and, I hope, concluding letter, 
is to treat of the pensions to medical officers 
of this service in retirement, which, as to 
insufficiency and illiberality, will be found 
to be in perfect accordance with the Direc- 
tors of the East India Company's pay to this 
class of their servants abroad. 

N.B.—The sum for a palanquin for the 
performance of public duties, prior to the 
late orders, was 70 rupees, and it cannot be 
kept for less money. 











| chance of recovery. 


> = and Amussat, the latter of ‘cm being 
of opinion that the extirpatioa whole 
organ was impracticable, had advised the 
employment of the actual cautery, the re- 
peated application of which had not, how- 
ever, the desired effect of checking the fur- 
ther progress of the disease. On an accu- 
rate examination per vaginam, M, Réca- 
mier found the appendices uteri, as well as 
the vagina, free irom disease, this being al- 
most entirely confined to the neck of the 
uterus, especially to its posterior portion. 
His diagnosis was confirmed by a consider- 
able number of practitioners, all of whom 
declared it impossible to perform the resec- 
tion of the cervix uteri, and that the extir- 
pation of the whole uterus offered the only 
M. Desormeaux alone 


REPORT OF THE “ CONSRIL DE SALUBRITE” | was of opinion that there was a morbid ad- 


OF PARIS. 


We extract the following interesting de- 
tails from the report for the year 1828 :— 


hesion of the vagina to the bladder, and 
that the operation was accordingly contra- 
indicated. It was, however, periormed on 
the 13th of January, in the presence of 


The total number of deaths was 24,299.| MM. Marjolin, Lisfranc, and several other 
Of these 11,430 were males, and 12,859 fe- eminent practitioners; MM. Blandin, Amus- 
males. The number of deaths in 1827 had | Sat, and Casimir Broussais, were the prin- 


been 25,741. 


The annexed table gives a| cipal assistants. 


A pair of forceps having 


namerical view of the principal diseases | been applied to the neck of the uterus, it 


which had proved fatal :— 


| 


was drawn down as far as possible on the 


Males. Females. | latterorgan. ‘The operator now divided the 


Pulmonary consumption .... 1,133 


Chronic bronchitis ........ 688 
MT. adescosecscssccse 98S 
ee 1,018 1,122 
EE - it 407 
Encephalitis ........++.+++ 254 206 | 
FROUMGMD 00 cccccs cc cece 1,088 
Apoplexy .....0.ccecsees - +77 430 


Scirrhus and carcinoma .... 174 541 

Aneurism and diseases of the 223 286 
OS 

Fever, with cerebral sell 339 310 


mation ..... eccscneetes 
SEED sccuscse Saeeesecces 97 95 
Synocha .....cccccseseeese 90 91 
Bilious fever........... «a & 54 
Convulsions ..... estpeense. Ge 852 
DTT e@canetecsosecacs See 101 
BREED accccecscescesecee 190 202 
Small-pox ........ eccccece 85 35 
CHOED.cccccsccccccccccsce 77 75 
Hooping-cough...... eccsee 78 82 
Born dead, or died soon after 

—evibornmeanesmed IMM a 





EXTIRPATION OF THE UTERUS. 
This operation has lately been again per- 
formed, by M. Récamier, in spite of the 
blame which he incurred on two previous 
occasions. 
The patient, who was in her 36th year, 
had for some time presented all the symp- 
toms of carcinoma of the cervix uteri. She 


had been attended by MM, Casimir Brous- 








1,520 anterior paries of the vagina, and the adhe- 
851 sions between it and the bladder, by a care- 
1,124 ful dissection, which proved rather difficult, 


as they were of considerable extent. The 
peritoneum was now opened by a probe- 
pointed bistoury, the broad ligaments were 


1,109) divided, and a strong ligature passed round 


them on each side; the right ligature was 
effectually placed by M. Amussat; the left, 
confided to M. Broussais, could not be made 
to compress all the vessels. M. Récamier 
now made the autiversion of the uterus, 
and terminated the operation without an 

further difficulty. The hemorrhage which 
followed immediately was not considerable, 
though the left ligature came down with the 
uterus. The intestines and epiploon, which, 
during the latter part of the operation forcibly 
protruded into the pelvic cavity, were kept 
back by strong compression above the pubis, 
The operation lasted seventeen minutes, and 
was borne with great fortitude by the pas 
tient. Towards the evening a slight reace 
tion took place; the patient passed, how. 
ever, a tranquil night, and on the morning 
of the 14th appeared to be in avery satis- 
factory state. In the afternoon of the same 
day, however, a discharge of arterial blood, 
mixed with serum, hegan to take place, to 
arrest which graduated compresses were in- 
troduced, and firmly kept over that side of 
the wound from which the hemorrhage pro- 
ceeded. This had, however, but an incom- 
plete etfect, and in the evening the patient 
died, thirty-three hours after the operation. 


— ee 
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On examining the body, the source of the 
hemorrhage was found to have been the 
left uterine 3 the vessels of the right 
side had been completely secured by the 
ligature; the 8permatic arteries of either 
side, which had been divided during the 
operation, had not contributed to the hamor- 
rhage. The vagina, as well as the rectum 
and bladder, were found perfectly free from 
the carcinomatous affection of that part which 
had been dissected from the vagina of the 
bladder, and presented a small aperture, by 
which the urine had escaped into the abdo- 
minal cavity; the peritoneum exhibited, 
however, no trace of inflammation, On ex- 
amination of the uterus the cervix was 
found converted into a carcinomatous struc- 
ture ; the posterior labium was almost en- 
tirely destroyed ; the anterior one was great- 
ly enlarged, and its morbid alteration ex- 
tended up to the body of the uterus itself, 
the tissue of which was, however, for the 
greater part, perfectly healthy.— Lance. 
Frans. 





WHITE OFFSPRING OF BLACK PARENTS. 


Tue following account of this singular 
phenomenon occurs in the volume of René 
Caillié’s Journey to Timbuctoo, lately pub- 
lished, 

“A white infant, the offspring of a negro 
and negress, was broughttome. The child 
was about eighteen or twenty months old. 
Its mother placed it in my arms, and | exam- 
ined it attentively. Its hair was curly and 
white, and its eye-lashes and eye-brows of 
a light flaxen colour. The forehead, nose 


cheeks, and chin, were slightly tinged with | 


red, and the rest of the skin was white. 
The eyes were light blue ; but the pupil was 
of a red flame colour. 
rather dark red. 1 remarked that the child 
had very defective sight. I endeavoured to 
make it look up by drawing its attention to 
my beads; but it appeared to suffer pain, 
cried, and held down its head, It was just 
beginning to cut its teeth. Its lips were 
rather thick, and, indeed, it had altogether 
the Mandingo physiognomy. ‘The infant 
appeared to be in good health. The negroes 
have no dislike to a white skin ; they merely 
consider it as a disease. 1 was informed 
that the children of parents of this kind, that 
is to say, Albinos, are black.” 





© sprcIMiIn” oF “ LIcTIRING’’—THEORY 
WITHOUT PRACTICE. 





To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 
Str,—lI beg, through the medium of your 
invaluable Journal, to call the attention of 
the Council of the University of London to 


The lips were of a} 





ENLARGED PROSTATE.“ SPICIMIN OF LICTIRING.” 


a subject of much im to those stu- 
dents ottr ing the ae lectures de- 
livered in that institution. 

It has been a matter of general observa- 
tion, that these lectures are very deficient in 
that which, to every pupil and junior prac- 
titioner, is of infinite value, ‘‘ practical in- 
formation.” 

A few days ago, I was asked by a fellow 
pupil if Mr. Bell intended to give us the 
treatment of those cases he had described 
during the last course? (or division ;) my 
friend very justly observing, that he had 
“ gone over ”’ fractures, injuries of the head, 
and many more important diseases, without 
mentioning the treatment necessary. 

The cause of this deficiency bas been 
lately explained (for the first time) by Mr. 
Bell himself, by the following remarks in his 
introductory lecture to this cou?se :—** It is 
an easy matter (said he) to name a disease, 
its symptoms; relate a case, and give the 
treatment in a ‘ reg-:lar routine,’ as other 
lecturers do; but I shall attempt a more 
arduous task in explaining to you the ‘ prin- 
ciples’ on which to act, and these are to be 
sought for in morbid anatomy. Yeu will 
not then think that I am neglecting my duty, 
if I do not ‘ relate cases’ to you, although 
my lectures may appear deficient,” &c. 

Now it must be obvious to all, that if our 
worthy Professor laid down the “* princi- 
ples” on which to act, in addition to the 
** regular routine” of other lecturers (as he 
sarcastically calls it), every pupil would feel 
doubly indebted to him. But—how is it? 
Mr. Bell confesses it is not his intention to 





* relate cases,” and we (the seniors) have 
already perceived to our loss and regret, that 
|he leaves it to ourselves to arrive at the 
| proper treatment how we can. Had this 
statement been made at his first introductory 
lecture, I, for one, should mot have been his 
pupil. 

I do not write this out of “7 pique, or 
feeling of ill-will, towards Professor Bell, 
nor can I speak too highly of his talents asa 
physiological lecturer. 1 trust that this no- 
tice may induce Mr. Bell, either with or 
without the intervention of the “ Council,” 
to be more explicit and systematic in his de- 
scription of surgical diseases and their treat- 
ment. 

The Council need only look at the differ- 
ence of attendance at his two lectures of phy- 
siology and surgery. Although the latter is 
generally considered of much greater im- 
portance by students than the former, I 
have several times counted from thirty-five 
to forty pupils only present. 


lam, Sir, 
Your 


ty obedient servant, 
A Senror Puri, 
London University, Feb, 2, 1830, 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, February 13, 1850. 


—— 

Some time ago, the College of Physicians 
in Ireland, determined to convert themselves 
into a Court of Examiners, for licensing 
such candidates as complied with the curri- 
calum in which this laudable intention was 
announced. Weary of their own indolence, 
while all d them p ted a scene of 
activity, and seeing the local opportunities 
within their power, either appropriated by 
a rival establishment, or lying waste through 
their own inattention, the College thought 
they might as well avail themselves of these 
advantages, and come in for a share of those 
profits whioh the exertions of the College of 
Surgeons had certainly put in motion in the 
Irish Capital by their superior zeal in pro- 
moting professional education. Such ascale 
of qualifications was accordingly designed 
and published, as it was expected could not 
fail of success. Reasonable as a few of these 
regulations undoubtedly were, we inferred 
from some of them, as well as from the cir- 
cumstances of the College of Physicians at 
the time, that their invitation to pupils to 
enrol themselves as licentiates of their body 
would be declined very generally. We have 
made inquiry consequently into the opera- 
tion of the undertaking, and find that our 
anticipations have been perfectly correct; 
for though this generous offer of the College 
of Physicians has now been for a few years 
before the medical world, but few, very few 
indeed of its members, have hearkened to 
ius liberal call. We dare say that, ata rough 
caleulation, the College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh, not to include the University of 
that City, have pocketed more Irish cash 
in seven-pound diplomas, than the College 
of Physicians, since the promulgation of 
their ill-fated regulations, have by their 
sixty-guinea licenses. The causes of this 
failure are sufficiently obvious. ‘There were 





two courses which the College might have | 
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pursued on the occasion; one of these was 
to attempt to transmute the University of 
Dublin into a practical school of medicine, 
such as that of Edinburgh is at present; the 
other, was that which they have adopted, to 
make themselves a substitute for this na- 
tional establishment. Let us just sketch the 
grounds of this infelicitous selection. 

If corporate bodies, like individuals, were 
not insensible to their own imperfections, 
the College of Physicians must have at once 
perceived that the nature of their Institution 
was incompatible with the attainment of the 
object which they undertook to realize. 
They were totally destitute of all those ap- 
pendages without which a medical school 
cannot exist; they had neither theatres, 
museums, public library, nor professors ; in 
short, they were without a “‘ local habite- 
tion,” and what was worse, they were 
“without a name;” for though they claim 
asort of dubious paternity over the School 
of Physic and its appurtenances, the act of 
incorporation of that singular establishment, 
breaks the link of connexion between itself 
and the College of Physicians. They are 
certainly not identical, however closely they 
may be connected, and can never act as one 
body, one half of it being under the jurisdic- 
tion of the College, the other under that of 
the University, by which both are materially 
and unhappily injured. Organised for 
purely local purposes, they might have per 
ceived that in the civil department of medi- 
cine, their reputation was a good deal limit- 
ed by the ‘circular road ;” and that for 
military appointments, their license was 
looked on by the persons who dispense 
these favours, as but an additional recom- 
mendation to the possession of a diploma 
from some University or College of Surgeons. 
But taking for granted that no other obstacle 
to their success existed, the poison with 
which they blended their regulations would 
prevent any person in his senses from re- 
ceiving the mortal draught. That portion 
of their code to which we allude is express- 
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ed in the following pbrase:—‘ Licentiates 
of the College are not permitted, according 
to the by-laws, fo practise as Surgeons or 
Apothecaries within the City of ; Dublin or 
seven miles thereof.” Such a restriction as 
this was most ill-suited to the sphere in 
which it was intended to operate ; and was, 
of course, quite sufficient to account for the 
merited contempt with which it was re- 
ceived. Were the College of Physicians to 
bestow their licenses for nothing, nay, were 
they to educate pupils gratuitously in Ire- 
land, where surgery has long since become 
the public favourite, the College would not 
have students to accept of their offer if 
accompanied by this odious restriction, 
Which encourages ignorance by a bounty. 
We will not pause to comment on the in- 
consistency in these regulations, in which 
we find surgery in one place pointed 
out by the College as a necessary qualifica- 
tion for the examinations, and its practice 
strictly prohibited in another; nor stop to 
inquire by what means the College arrived 
at the profound conclusion that in Dublin it 
was criminal fora licentiate to handle a 
scalpel ora pestle, and that at the distance 
of eight miles, they might be wielded with- 
out a breach of professional morality. Mo- 
nopoly, of course, the Alpha and Omega 
of the regulations of this body, dictated 
these vile ordinances ; but with this mat- 
ter we have nothing todo at present, our 
object being to point out by negative proofs 
the impossibility of the course which the 
College adopted on this occasion, and thus 
to arrive at an understanding of that which 
they should have pursued. They had, in- 
deed, but to examine the nature of their 
own constitution, and of the laws which they 
promulgated, to perceive that they were to- 
tally unfit for the regeneration of the medi- 
eal school of Ireland; and, on the other 
hand, to turn to the University of Dublin, 
to find all those requisites for their under- 
taking, which they themselves wanted. 
Here then was the engine through which, 
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by a slight adaptation of its absolute ma- 
chinery to modern improvements and the 
exigencies of the times, the College might 
have acquired a lasting reputation for them- 
selves, and conferred a great benefit on their 
country ; but which now, owing to their 
contracted policy, slumbers like a sleeping 
giant, until its mighty energies are dis- 
enthralled from the statutary bonds in which 
they are confined by the touch of a more 
prudent legislation. It was already in pos- 
session of all the moral and material attri- 
butes which peculiarly fitted it for becoming 
a great national school, and only wanted 
the principle of action to be infused into its 
dormant capabilities. Both at home and 
abroad it still retained, even in its state of 
inglorious inactivity, a reputation for its 
medical degrees, which, however sparingly 
dispensed, thus being, of course, of compa- 
ratively little value, were never converted 
into articles of an infamous commerce, as 
was the case with many of its more bustling 
contemporaries. Wealth it possessed equal 
to any expenditure y for its 
sion into a practical school; its floors it 
might have paved in “ mosaics,” and its 
ceilings it might have converted into gold, 
had it unlocked its musty coffers, and made 
use of the precious metal they contained. 
But whatever of eclat the splendour of ex- 
ternal decoration could confer on the culti- 
vation of science had been already done 
without solicitation, the Board having pro- 
vided it with a suit of apartments for scien- 
tific pursuits, unequalled in any institution 
of the kind in Great Britain, Even this 
manifestation of an intention to improve its 
medical department, was completely lost on 
the College of Physicians ; and had they but 
pressed the necessity on the Board, of pro- 
ceeding a step further in their progress, it 
is by no means probable that this body, after 
having created so perfect a model of a school, 
would, if sought in 9 proper manner, have 
left it a monument of useless industry, 
when, by a breath, they could have indued 
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it with the propertiés of a valuable and 
practical institution. In endowing it with 
these vivifying attributes, we doubt much 
if they ran any risk of infringing on the 
prerogative of parliament ; they were them- 
selves, we believe, omnipotent to its com- 
plete organization, and had nothing to ap- 
prehend from the exercise of their powers. 
Sure we are, at least, they would not for 
their philanthropic audacity, have been con- 
demned by the Legislature to eternal im- 
palement on the rock of Howth, or doomed 
to feed on the damp vapours of the dungeons 
of Newgate. The popular feeling in Ire- 
land might have further directed the Col- 
lege of Physicians in the proper path which 
they should have pursued. If they know 
anything of the public taste in professional 
matters, they could not but perceive that 
the people regard medical degrees alone, 
and not the licenses of this or any other 
body by which they are sold. These, 
and a multitude of other circumstances, 
pointed out the University of Dublin as the 
medium through which the College of Phy- 
sicians might have regenerated the medical 
school of Ireland, and placed it on equality 


_ with the school of surgery in that country. 


Instead, however, of labouring for this im- 
portant object, they turned to their own 
sterile resources, and sought to supply, from 
their barrenness, a stock of medical prac- 
titioners to the country, and clutched their 
miserable charter and its petty privileges 
with trembling hands, lest, in stretching 
them forth for a nobler boon, they might 
have lost the worthless baubles which they 
already grasped, Their impolitic choice 
has been demonstrated by a passable result ; 
and if it do not teach them the fallacy of 
looking to themselves exclusively for the 
elevation of the medical profession in Ire- 
land above its present level, we shall show 
them at some future period, that this can 
only be done by giving to the University of 
Dublin, the power of conferring degrees on 


candidates of four years’ standing 





HUNTERIAN ORATION. 


Tue Hunterian Oration will be delivered 
by Mr. Guthrie in the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, on Monday next, at half past four 
o'clock precisely. 
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A Manual for Students who are preparing 
for Examination at Apothecaries’ Hall. 
By Joun Sreocatt, M.D. M.R.C.S, 
Fourth Edition, with considerable addi- 
tions and improvements. London. High- 
ley. 1830, 12mo. pp. 333. 


We can scarcely recommend this little com~ 
pilation, even to those students who con- 
sider the chief, if not the sole object of their 
professional education, to be the acquire+ 
ment of just so much knowledge as shall ens 
eble them to get through the required ex 
aminations ; for we suspect that it would cost 
them more trouble to learn its contents by 
rote (and it can hardly be used in any 
other way), than to acquire something like 
a knowledge of the subjects which it treats 
of, from more rational and instructive 
works, 

The first section, showing the chemical 
compositon of the different articles of the 
materia medica, and the changes which take 
place in the preparation of those compound 
medicines ordered in the Pharmacopzia, is, 
perhaps, the best of the whole ; it contains, 
however, nothing more than may be found 
in numerous other works of the kind; and 
the atomic numbers, which are given at the 
head of each article, and subseqyently in a 
separate table occupying about thirty pages, 
and accompanied by no explanation, are only 


| calculated to confuse the reader, who, if so 


ignorant as to require the aid of such a book, 
is not very likely to be acquainted with the 
theory of chemical equivalents. The de- 
scriptions of the symptoms produced by the 
various poisons, of the treatment required by 
them, and of their appropriate tests, are 
not only too brief, but in several respects 
imperfect, and the latter in particular would 
scarcely be intelligible to any one not already 
acquainted with the subject. The table of 
the materia medica is tolerably good, but the 
first three columns exhibit much ignorance 
of natural history ; thus, to mention only 
two instances, the blistering fly, which is 
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called Cantharis in the first column, is de- 
nomineted Lytta in the second, and in the 
third the Eleuterata of Tabricius, though his 

_ arrangement is even more artificial than that 
of Linné, is opposed to Coleoptera, as a 
natural order; again, after ‘‘ Galle,” the 
name of the insect which forms them is 
given in the second column, and the class 
and order of the oak on which they are 
grown in the third, 

The description of the brain is tolerably 
correct, but that of the cerebral nerves is 
very imperfect ; in the account of the nervus 
vagus, for instance, the recurrent branch is 
not even mentioned. 
the anatomical and physiological part is just 
such as we might imagine would be written 
by a person who copies servilely from other 
works, without taking the trouble to con- 


In fact the whole of 


REVIEW.—MR. CHABERT. 


| tion, and personally administer to him a por- 
tion of prussic acid of very great strength ; 
but being satisfied of the | fatal qualities of 
' che acid, and that a single drop of the dose he 
| (Mr. Wakley) should take with him, would 
produce instantaneous death, be felt a dif- 
ficulty, as regarded himself, should the re- 
) sult of the trjgl prove unfortunate; and he 
| wished to know of the magistrate whether, 
‘under these circumstances, in the eye of the 
| law he should be considered accessory to the 
| death of M. Chabert, and be made liable to 
(the consequences—a situation in which he 
| was by no means solicitous to appear. 
| Mr. Halls said, that he thought Mr. Wak- 
‘ley would stand in the same situation as an 
apothecary who should vend a deleterious 
| drug, the word “* poison” being written on 
the bottle. 
Mr. Wakley said, that he not only pro- 
posed to furnish the prussic acid, but, to 
| prevent the possibility of deception, he in- 
| tended to administer it himself to M, Cha- 





sider whether he understands what he has | p.r+. 
written ornot. The sections on the practice | Mr. Halls observed, that he would by all 
of medicine, and on midwifery, are very little| means advise Mr. Wakley to do no such 


better; in the former the absurd, and now) thing ; as, if he felt certain that the poison 
‘would prove fatal, he would certainly incur 


= ee ne + ae ee a | the risk which he was desirous of preventing. 
omowed, and the descriptions, both of symp-) afr, Wakley said, that he felt the situation 
toms and of treatment, are very imperfect, to be an awkward one. He by no means wish- 
and have no reference to any of the numerous | ed to put himself forward in the matter; he 
and important discoveries and improvements | ad, indeed, for a considerable time, ab- 





which have been made within the last 
twenty or thirty years. At first we were 


rather at a loss to account for the briefaess, | 


stiffness, and great want of connexion of 
the numbered paragraphs; but on arriving 
at the end of the book the difficulty was 
readily solved, as we then discovered, that 
they were the answers to a set of questions 
there appended, 


. 





EXPOSURE OF M. CHABERT, 
[From the Times.] 





«Ox Wednesday, the 3d inst., Mr. Wak- 
ley applied to Mr. Hails, one of the ma- 
gistrates of Bow Street, with a view to 
ascertain the degree of responsibility which 
would attach to him if he were to administer 
a fatal dose of prussic acid to M. Chabert. 
Mr. Wakley explained to Mr. Halls the 
nature of M. Chabert’s pretensions, and, in 
order to place the question, at least with 
regard to prussic acid, beyond dispute, 
and to afford the public the most positive 
proof that M. Chabert’s offer to swallow 
prussic acid was not an idle boast, he 
stated that it was his intention to attend on 
the following day at M, Chabert’s exhibi- 


| stained from any interference with the feats 
of M. Chabert ; but having, in his capacity 
of editor, received a vast number of commu- 
nications from medical men on the subject, 
jand being continually urged to put the as- 
|sertions of Chabert, with respect to prussic 
|acid, to the test, he now felt desirous to do 
}so, that the claims of that individual to the 
possession of a secret antidote might be 
|fairly ascertained; or, if his feats should 
prove to be founded in juggle or sleight of 
hand, that public exposure should follow. 

Mr. Hats remarked, it would be desira- 
ble that the matter should be placed, if pos- 
sible, beyond doubt. It was certainly most 
extraordinary, if M. Chabert possessed the 
power of resisting the effects of a poison so 
deadly in its nature, and instantaneous in its 
leffects, as prussic acid. He (Mr. Halls) 
had, however, heard medical gentlemen de- 
clare, who were present at the Fire King’s 
exhibitions, that he actually swallowed 
prussic acid, 

Mr. Wak ey said, that if he swallowed 
the smallest portion of the prassic acid 
which he proposed to offer him to-morrow at 
his benefit, and if he survived the dose, his 
(Mr. Wakley’s) incredulity would be com- 
pletely dissipated. 

Mr. Hatts said, that the other feats of 
M. Chabert sunk into comparative insignifi- 
cauce, when compared with the fact of his 
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ic acid. Mr. Wakley knew 
as well as any man, that it was no great feat 
to take a spoonful of boiling oil, or to stand 
the effects of a heated oven. 

Mr. Waxcey remarked, that such feats 
were common to all jugglers. It was quite 
different, however, with respect to water 
heated to the boiling point ; and M. Chabert 


had not, as he (Mr. Waklev) proposed, said | 
whether or not he was willing to try the| 





ed by Mr. Wakley; and aware of the in- 
tense curiosity which had brought so large 
a concourse together, immediately com- 


| menced an address to the company :— 


Gentlemen,—I no well onderstan de An- 
glis, and derefore after I shall speak my 
friend shall traduce (interpret) me to you. 
I am ready to perform all what I promise.— 
( Cheers.) 1 shall administer de prussic 
acid to two dogs, one of which shall die be- 


latter test. Mr. Wakley, afier again re-| fore be take it (laughter), and de oder 
peating his total disbelief of the power to/| shall have my antidote and live, I have 
resist deadly poisons, and more especially | not-a said dit I will take de prussic acid 
prussic acid, which M. Chabert claimed, ob- myself to-day, but de two dogs I speak of.” 


served, that the whole medical profession 
was deeply interested in the question, and 
it was felt as a stigma on its members, that 
the means of counteracting the effects of such 
dreadfully destructive drugs as prussic acid, 
arsenic, &c., should be limited to one in- 
dividual, ifit were indeed true that M. Cha- 
bert possessed the secret of which he boast- 
ed. He (Mr. Wakley) was determined, if 


possible, to put the matter beyond doubt ; | 


but, at the same time, he would act upon 
Mr. Hall's recommendation, aod hold him- 
self clear from the consequences which might 
follow, if he were to administer the poison to 
the Fire King. 

Mr. Hatts said, he wished Mr. Wakley 
understand that he must act entirely upon 
his own responsibility. 

Mr. Waxcey observed, he should not 
readily administer the prussic acid to} M. 
Chabert to-morrow. If, however, he should 
invite him to do so, he supposed he should 
be justified in meeting his wishes, as it 
would thea be his own act. 

Mr. Minsuvtt observed, that as a magis- 
trate he was bound to caution Mr, Wakley 
how, by any act of his, he endangered the 
life of a fellow-creature. 

Mr. Waxcey, having thanked the magis- 
trates, retired, expressing his determination 
to be present at M. Chabert’s benefit, for 
the purpose of putting his pretensions to the 
test.” 

The above report, together with others of 
8 similar description, which appeared in the 
morning newspapers, had the effect of draw- 
ing an immense assemblage of gentlemen to 
M. Chabert's exhibition room. The follow- 
ing account of the proceedings is taken from 
the Morning Post of Saturday. 

“* An immense crowd, as we have already 
stated, consisting principally of medical and 
scientific men, assembled in the Argyle 
Rooms, on Thursday afternoon, in conse- 
quence of Mr, Wakley’s resolution strictly 
to exact the performance of M. Chabert's 
pee to swallow prussic acid. M.Cha- 

rt had advertised his benefit for that day, 
on which occasion he was to repeat all his 
extraordinary experiments. After some de- 
lay he made his appearance, closely follow- 











[Here M. Chabert was interrupted by loud 
exclamations of astonishment, that he should 
thus attempt to recede from his promise. 
His words appeared to act as a charm, and 
instantly to open the eyes of the persons 
present, to the deception which bad hither- 
to heen practised upon the public.) The 
clamour was increasing, when 

Mr. Wexsu presented himself, and having 
obtained silence, spoke nearly as follows :— 
Gentlemen, I do not consider M. Chabert 
guilty of any deception in this affair. He cer- 
tainly has not undertaken to swallow prussic 
acid (groans and hisses).—I, as proprietor of 
these rooms, would not allow him to do so; I 
would not suffer such an experiment under 
my roof till I had seen it safely tried else- 
where. Besides which, the majority of the 
present company are ladies ; (this astound- 
ing discovery there being precisely five of 
the fair sex in the room, and between three 
and four hundred gentlemen, was received 
with shouts of laughter and hisses, which 
redoubled when Mr. Welsh added)—‘ and 
the exhibition could not possibly be a pleas- 
ing one to them.’ 

Mr. Waxtey now offered to address the 
assembly, and the tumult again subsided. 
He said, that notwithstanding the repeated 
accounts they had heard of M. Chabert’s 
wonderful performances, he was still one of 
the incredulous. He never would believe 
that any man existed capable of swallowing 
prussic acid with impunity. It was far 
from his wish to kill M, Chabert, but, being 
resolved to decide the question to the satis- 
faction of every one, he had brought with 
him a small quantity of the genuine acid, 
which he now offered to M. Chabert. 

{Here M. Chabert interrupted the speaker, 
by insisting that he had not promised to 
take the poison, but merely to administer it 
to dogs. ] 

Mr. Waxtey. .As to the subterfuge at- 
tempted by Mr. Welsh and M. Chabert, it is 
a point which may easily be settled, if Mr. 
Welsh will oblige me by reading the adver- 
tisement of the performance. [Mr. Welsh 
read the advertisement, in whieh M. Cha- 
bert distinctly announced that he would on 
that day (Feb, 4th) for his benefit, go 
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through all his performances, and also show 


the effect of prussic acid upon two dogs, 
&e.] This is sufficiently clear and unequi- 
vocal, continued Mr. Wakley, and now, by 
one simple question, | shall at once set the 
affair in its true light (turning to M. Cha- 
bert), I ask you distinctly, Did you ever 
swallow prussic acid in this room?” (Great 
attention.) 

M. Cuaserr. ‘* Exkuse me, Sare,”’ He 
could proceed no further; his voice was 

rowned in the hootings and hissings which 
assailed him on all sides. In the midst of 
the noise, a gentleman rose and stated, that 
M. Chabert had positively engaged, some 
months ago, to take a spoonful of prussic 
acid on the day of his benetit, not being 
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M. Cuasentr.—* Non, non, I do no vat 
oder ting but vat I promise ; | shall give de 
poison to de dogs.” 

Mr. Waxtey.—'* You can swallow oil at 
300°, will you drink a glass of water at 
212°" 

M. Cuanrrt.—** After you, Sare, is man- 
ners.” (Roars of laughter.) ‘1 will give 
you von tumbler.’—Mr. Wakley. «* Indeed 
you will not.” (Continued laughter.) 

Mr. Waxtey.—* I ask, for the last time, 
have you ever taken prussic acid asa part 
of your exhibition in these rooms ?” 

M. Cuanent. —* I ha— excusa me, 
Sare.” (Great disapprobation.) 

Mr. Waxtry.—* Gentlemen, M. Cha- 
bert not only declines taking the prussic 


prepared at the time alluded to. (Several | acid, but he refuses to state whether he has 
persons corroborated this statement.) He/| ever taken it at all. This gross imposition 
did not understand M. Chabert’s meaning | then is completely exposed, and it can no 
when he spoke about preparation ; it must | longer disgrace the profession, or defraud 
needs be a very remarkable species of anti-} the public. (Loud applause.) 
dote which would only work on particular} M. Chabert, in the midst of deafening 
days. ( Laughter.) clamour, said he would retire, for the pur- 
Another gentleman, Mr. King, soon af-| pose of giving the company tickets to ob- 
terwards rose, and assured the company | tain their money again. On making a pre- 
that he had a short time ago notified to|cipitate retreat, he was followed by a great 
M., Chabert that be would put his pretended | part of the company; and having been 
powers to the proof, by presenting to him | jostled down the stairs, and through the 
some potent poisons, but that he had aban-| passage, he was got into the street, where, 
doned his intention at the earnest represen- | finding the area+gate open, he ran down the 
tations of M. Chabert, who waited expressly | steps, and secreted himself in a coal, or 
on him (Mr. King) at his residence, and|eome other cellar, at the further end of 


begged of him not to interfere in the per- 
formances, for it would be taking the bread 
out of his mouth! 

Mr. Waxtey said, “TI regret I cannot 
compliment Mr. King on the manner in 
which he has discharged his duty, for had 


Mr. King communicated to the public the | 


result of his interview with M. Chabert, 
both he and the company present would 
have been spared the trouble and mortifica- 
tion of attending on this occasion, But 
even now M..Chabert is willing to accept 
Mr. King’s proposition with regard to the 
dogs. However, as he declared to me on 
Friday the eighth of January, that he had 
repeatedly taken 60 drops of prussic acid at 
a dose, andthat he would again take it at 
his benefit, I mustinsist upon lis compliance, 
or acknowledge at once that he has imposed 
upon the public and not taken it at all” (Loud 
aepeurs) 

The tumult had now become deafening, 
bat was converted into roars of laughter, 
when M. Chabert, throwing himself into a 
ridiculous attitude, returned the hootings of 
the audience with his utmost powers of 
voice, ani a considerable time elapsed be- 
fore Mr. Wakley could again obtain silence, 
for the purpose of putting two final ques- 
tions. 

_ Mr, Waxtey.—* Will you take the prus- 
sic atid which I here offer to you ?” 





the area. 

The principal actor being missing, the 
room again became crowded, and loud calls 
were made for the return of the admission 
money. Mr. Weish at length presented 
himself, and informed the company that 
tickets would be distributed in the music- 
room below, for which money should be 
given the next day. ‘The music-room ac- 
cordingly was soon full of claimants, but con- 
siderable numbers of people, attracted by 
the tumult within, having entered from the 
street, the confusion that prevailed was in- 
describable; and great numbers retreated 
from the affray, without preferring any de- 
mands upon the treasury.” 


To the above report we have only to add, 
that Monsieur Chabert has addressed a let- 
ter to The Times, in which jhe now coolly 
acknowledges that he has never taken prus- 


sic acid. He has evidently done this by 
way of revenge for his exposure. He still 
declares himself anxious to administer prussic 
acid to dogs, and he is yet more auxious to 
administer a dose to Mr. Wakley. His 
great anxiety ou the latter point is nataral, 
bu@Mr. Wakley has not had the gennrosit 

to accede to the proposal. For an ample 
refutation of the mistatements contained ia 
the letter of Monsieur Chabert, we have 
only to refer to the accurate report’ of the 





MR. KING AND CHABERT—SURGEON-APOTHECARIES. 


proceedings which was published in The 
T.mes on the day following the exposure. 


LETTER FROM MR. KING. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—In consequence of an appeal in 
The Times newspaper, I offered to decide 
the question, whether or not M. Chabert 
could prevent the effect of poisons by anti- 
dotes unknown to the medical profession. 
I declined proceeding to the test, partly 
because M. Chabert stated to me, that it 
would interfere with the profits of an exbi- 
bition (which, for aught 1 know, is to a cer- 
tain degree worthy of public curiosity), 
without giving him the chance of remunera- 
tion for the promulgation of his pretended 


discoveries, but principally because | judged, | 


from the sudden silence of Zhe Times in 
the matter, that the public, like me, were 
satisfied about the extent of M. Chabert’s 
antidotal powers, whatever merit they might 
attach to his performances. 

I regret that the disappointment, rather 
{umultuously expressed this day, prevented 
the experiment which I first proposed, and 
which I believe it was your intention to try. 

Yours obediently, 
T. Kine. 


10, Hanover St., Hanover Square, 
Feb. 4th, 1830. 





MEETING OF SURGEON-APOTHE- 
CARIES. 


LATE DECISION OF LORD TENTERDEN. 


On Wednesday evening last (the 10th), 
a second meeting of Surgeon-apothecaries 
was held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, in pur- 
stance of the following advertisement which 
appeared Jast week on the wrapper of this 
Journal, and in the daily papers :— 

“ Triumph of Surgeon-Apothecaries. 
The Second Meeting to arrange the prelimi- 
naries for a Public Dinner to be held in cele- 
bration of the decision of Lord Tenterden 
in the cause of Hanpey v. Henson, will 
take place at the Freemasons’ Tavern, on 
Wednesday evening next, February the 
10th, at 8 o'clock precisely, when the at- 
tendance of all medical practitioners who 
take an interest in the welfare and respect- 
ability of the profession, is earnestly soli- 
cited.” 

This meeting was attended by nearly fifty 
gentlemen of the highest respectability, and 
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In consequence of the unavoidable absence, 
up to half-past eight o’clock, of Mr. Henry 
Stephens, the gentleman who presided at 
the lirst meeting, Mr. James Scott of Regent 
Street, was unanimously called to the chair. 
Mr. Scorr opened the. business of the 
meeting by some excellent and very appro- 
priate remarks on the important occasion 
on which they had met; and he trusted that 
they would not separate without taking 
|some decisive step towards confirming and 
jestablishing that as a right, which bad hi- 
therto been awarded to genera! practitioners 
only asa mark of courtesy. He begged to 
say, that with Mr. Handey he was totally 
| unacquainted, and he therefore had no inte- 
| Test but that which would be felt by any 
jmember of the profession, in promoting the 
jobject of the meeting. At the same time, 
however, he felt that Mr. Handey had been 
| the means of achieving a most important vie- 
j tory for the profession, and deserved a par- 
ticular mark of respect for his spirited con- 
duct. He had incurred no inconsiderable 
tisk in the action he had brought; for 
though a verdict bad been given in his fa- 
vour, it was impossible that he could avoid 
many expenses which attached to legal pro- 
ceedings, and for which he must set himself 
down minus. Whether, also, he had pro- 
ceeded in the trial with a personal interest 
in view or not, he had accomplished his ob- 
ject in a most decisive manner. No medical 
mau had before obtained from the Bench 
such an opinion as that which had been 
given in the present case; and he felt bound 
to say, that he considered Mr. Handey to be 
as much entitled to a mark of approbation 
from the profession, as though he had acted 
solely from public spirit. The result of this 
trial, the Chairman continued, had esta- 
blished that they were now warranted to 
charge for attendance, independently of the 
quantity of medicine supplied, and the prac- 
titioner was raised by it from the rank of a 
tradesman to that of the highest grade in 
the profession; they were at once relieved 
from all the sources of uneasiness, vexation, 
and trick, which had hitherto annoyed and 
degraded them; from practices which the 
most conscientious of men had no means of 
avoiding ; from acustom which either com- 
pelied a man to travel four, five, and six 
miles, and then to charge eighteen pence for 
a draught as his remuneration, or to resort to 
a variety of mean contrivances as his com- 
pensation, if he were compensated at all. 
The public, he was convinced, had long 
felt the injustice and impropriety of this 











state of things; they could not avoid seeing 
that it was a serious wrong to men whose 
educations were expensive, and whose feel- 


the warmest approbation of the measure |ings were bound to be of the most honour- 


proposed for commemorating the victory @ble and gentlemanly kind. ‘To carry home 
obtained by Mn. Hanperx, was exqutnned. | to the public a full sense of the change which 
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was 


happily 
of the profession should now be simultaneous 
and unanimous, It was, most probably, for 
want of unanimity, that this question had 
not been decided yearsago. The opportunity 
however, was now come for striking the nail 
on tke head, and in commemorating the oc- 
casion, and in expressing their opinion to 


Mr. Handey, they should do this effectually, | 
and show such a determination to take ad- | 
vantage of the path which he had opened to! 


m, as must have a strong effect upon the 


public mind. A public dinner had been | : . 
it | extremity having come on, 


would afford an opportunity for discussing and | fusion of senna, with salts and cream of tar- 


promoting further important measures. The 


proposed; he highly approved of it; 


dinner itself would be temporary ; it would 
be a mere pageant of the day, but it would 
open a prospect of great brightness, and 
afford the means of securing something more 
substantial. These things, however, were 


for the consideration of the prefession, | 


when they were collected together in large 
numbers—a thing, he was sorry to say, not 
very easy to accomplish ; but the arrange- 
ments fora public dinner might now be defi- 
nitively settled, aud he had no doubt that 
it would be most numerously attended. 

The observations of the Chairman were 
warmly approved, and resolutions were pro- 
posed by Mr. Field,'with a view to carry the 
objects of the meeting into effect. 

verbal alterations, however, were 
suggested by Mr. Stephens, Mr. Delisser, 
Mr. Walford, and other gentlemen; and 
after it had been ultimately resolved that the 
meeting entertained a full sense of the past 
disadvantageous state of the profession, 
of the benefits which must result from the 
late trial, and that a public dinner should 
be held on Tuesday, the ¢nd of March fol- 
lowing, it was proposed and carried, that the 
resolutions, with the suggested verbal alte- 
rations, should be put into the hands of a 
committee of seven, for final revision and 
publication. 

Thanks were then voted to the Chairman 
for his courteous and able conduct in the 
chair. 

It was mentioned in the room that it 
would not be prudent to leave the expenses 
of advertising and promoting the objects of 
the meeting to be covered by a future con- 
tingency, and it was, in consequence, pro- 
posed that a subscription be opened at once 
tomeetthem. Asa sum not greatly exceed- 
ing twenty pounds was thought necessary, a 
five-shilling subscription was commenced in 
the room, and it was determined that books 
should be opened at the medical booksellers 
in town, and at some public stations, with an 
invitation to the profession to join in it. 


“| of the u 





BLACK WASH.—NEW LIGAMENT. 
about to ensue, the proceedings | errects OF A LARGE DOSE OF THE LOTIO 


NIGRA TAKEN INTERNALLY. 
By Joux Barnow, Esq., Surgeon. 


Ricnanp Brecuaxt, xt. 56, of strumous 
habit, came under my care about six weeks 
ago, with extensive laceration of the mus- 
cles of the leg; the wound has healed, with 
the exception of about a square inch, which, 
within the last few days, bas assumed an 
unhealthy appearance, which induced me to 
leave off the common dressings, and apply 
the lotio nigra. Considerable edema of the 
I ordered an in- 


tar, for the purpose of opening the bowels 
freely, and of acting aah el bladder, At 
the time I forwarded this mixture, I sent the 
black wash, particularly requesting that it 
might be put aside until 1 came to dress the 
leg ; the bearer of it (the patient's son) de- 
livered the medicine with the injunctions I 
had given him, The mixture not having 
sufficiently evacuated the bowels to the pa- 
tient’s mind, he insisted upon taking the lo- 
tion (although repeatedly told he was not to 
do so) which contained four drachms of 
calomel to the ounce of lime water. Fortwo 
hours after taking it, he complained of pain 
in the bowels, and then fell into a profound 
sleep. He remained in this lethargic state 
for several hours, when he was awoke; he 
then complained of violent pain in the ab- 
domen, with a sense of fulness in the chest. 
His features became bloated, and the eyes 
were swollen up. Soon afterwards he was 
seized with violent purging, which entirely 
relieved him, Although he had been in this 
state, | never was informed of the circum- 
stance until this morning (two days having 
elapsed since he took the lotion), when I 
found the swelling of the extremity gove, 
the wound of a healthy appearance, and the 
man’s general health improved. He ex- 
presses himself as being better than he had 
felt for many weeks. 
Newton in the Willows, 
Jan. 19, 1830. 


DISCOVERY OF A NEW LIGAMENT OF THE 
SHOULDER JOINT. 


By Vaventixs Froop, Esq. M.R.I.A. 


I nec leave to send you, for insertion in 
Tue Lancer, the description of a ligament 
of the shoulder joint, which, though very 
distinct, has never before, 1 believe, been 
described by any anatomist. It may be 
readily exposed by eutting through the in- 
ferior part of the capsular ligament trans- 
versely, and throwing back the arm over the 
head ; by this means you expose the interior 
r part of the capsule. The ten- 


don of the biceps, may be then seen passing 





ON RESPIRATION IN PARACENTESIS ABDOMINIS. 
from the superior extremity of the glenoid | pressing 





cavity, to the bicepital e of the h 
Parallel to the internal edge of this tendon, 
the ligament may be felt, and then exposed 
by dissection. ‘I'he tendon of the subscapu- 
‘lar muscle, in passing to its insertion, rests 
in @ notch in the superior and internal part 
of the edge of the cavity ; from the edge of 
this notch the ligament arises, broad and 
flat, then proceeds along the internal edge of 
the biceps tendon, becoming smaller and 
rounder, and is finally inserted into a dis- 
tinct pit, in the anatomical neck of the hu- 
merus, at the internal edge of the bicepital 
groove. Its inferior surface is covered by the 
synovial membrane, and the superior is ap- 
plied to the fibrous capsule. 1 suspect there 
1s an error in des@sibing the biceps tendon 
as splitting to circumscribe the glenoid 
cavity. ‘The truth is, this tendon is first in- 
serted above the glenoid cavity, next winds 
round the external and inferior edge of this 
cavity, and then ascends along its margin to 
be continuous with the ligament | have been 
describing. In its triangularform, its origin 
at a notch of the articular fossa, and its inser- 
tion in a pit, it strongly resembles the liga- 
mentum teres of the hip joint. 
Dublin, January, 1830. 


RATIONALE OF THE DISTURBANCE OF RE- 
SPIRATION PRODUCED BY PARACENTESIS 
ABDOMINIS, 


By Joun Wuire, Esq. M.R.C.S. 


Tae practice of tightening a bandage 
round the abdomen during the evacuation 
of fluid in ascites and other abdominal col- 
lections of fluid, is a most beneficial prac- 
tice. Great praise is due to Dr. Mead, who, 
by discovering and making known the utility 
of this practice, conferred a Jasting benefit 
on mankind, However unanimous authors 
* may have been in directing this means to be 
pursued, thére is great discrepancy in their 
Opinions as to the manner iv which the ban- 
dage produces its effects. The opinions 
being contradictory, some must be erroneous. 
It is important that every false conclusion 
should be banished from our minds, for 
though a particular error may not in itself 
seem to be important, yet, being admitted as 
atruth, it may gain entrance for other false 
and more dangerous conclusions. 

Believing the following statement by Dr. 
Arnott to be generally received as a correct 
explanation of the phenomena in question, 
I transcribe it, and will add some comment. 
“ The operation of tapping for dropsy in the 
abdomen would often bring on fainting, but 
for the precaution of tightening a broad ban- 
dage upon the abdomen as the water flows ; 
the reason is, that the sudden removal of a 
large quaatity of fluid whicb had been com- 
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ing the abdominal vessels, and keeping 
them, perhaps, half full of blood, allows them 
again suddenly to receive their natural quan- 
tity, and thus produces a relaxation of the 
other parts of the vascular. system.”* If 
this compressed state of the abdominal ves- 
sels ever occurred, it is evident that some 
particular circumstances would attend this 
condition, The calibre of the femoral arte- 
ries would be diminished; that of the veins 
increased. Such conditions of the vessels 
are not met with. The veins of the lower 
extremities are sometimes varicose in as- 
cites; but the disturbance of respiration 
produced by the evacuation of the fluid in 
that disease, always occurs in a greater or 
less degree, if no means of preventing its 
occurrence be had recourse to. It is dif- 
ficult to conceive that the abdominal parietes 
can, through the medium of a fluid, exert 
such pressure upon the aorta, as to impede 
the passage of blood through that vessel. 
In the smaller vessels, we know what 
force is required to compress the bounding 
pulse, and it appears that the force must be 
increased as the calibre of the vessel in- 
creases, to produce an equal effect upon the 
passage of the blood, It seems evident, 
then, that the pressure upon the abdominal 
vessels is not more in ascites, than the con- 
tinued pressure of the abdominal parietes in 
their natural state ; or, if more considerable, 
that it is not sufficient to alter the calibre of 
those vessels, ‘The pressure may, perhaps, 
be diminished in ascites ; possibly the con- 
tractile power of the abdomiual muscles may 
be weakened, and the elasticity of the pa- 
rietes diminished by distention. 

The effect supposed to be produced upon 
the vessels by the accumulation of fluid, 
seeming to be improbable, and being, per- 
haps, impossible, it is desirable that we 
should know the real cause of the distressing 
phenomena observed during the evacuation 
of the fluid from the abdomen, 

During the evacuation of the fluid, the 
abdominal parietes are flaccid, the respire- 
tion is hurried, imperfect, and extremely 
anxious; the diaphragm loses the accus- 
tomed pressure on its abdominal surface, and 
consequently cannot afford its wonted as- 
sistance in expiration. This is the cause of 
the dangerous and distressing symptoms, 
The power of performing expiration is ex- 
tremely impaired, and may be wholly lost, if 
assistance be not given by pressure of the 
abdomen, The disturbance of the action of 
the heart is clearly observed to be secondary 
to the disturbance of respiration ; a sufficient 
proof that the symptoms are not caused by 
the sudden removal of pressure from the 
blood-vessels, and consequent disturbance of 
the action of the heart. By those who will 





* Elements of Physics, p. 564. 
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study attentively the function of respiration, 
it will be clea oe eee eee! 
all feeus the abdominal surface of 
the diaphragm, must produce precisely the 
effects which I have witnessed and have 


ted. 
if the consideration of this subject did not 
lead us to any practical suggestions, it would 
nevertheless merit our attention; but it! 
suggests the necessity of continuing the 
pressure over the whole surface of the abdo- 
minal parietes, until they have completely 
regained their power and elasticity. It sug- 
ests, too, the propriety of using a bandage 
aving considerable elasticity, which will 
yield during inspiration, and compress the 
abdomen during expiration ; thus affording, 
as completely as artificial means can, the 
important assistance to respiration, which is 
required of the abdominal muscles. A steel 


spring would probably best effect the desired 
i 


end ; but perhaps a broad flannel rolier wi 
be found effectual. 

It is probable that sudden parturition pro- 
duces this disturbance of respiration more 
frequently than is noted, and that this dis- 
turbance may be the exciting cause of ute- 
rine hemorrhage. 1t might at all times be 
prevented by having a broad bandage ap- 
plied round the abdomen, before the ex- 
pulsion of the twtus or the ‘diecharge of the 
liquor amnii; and it is advisuble that this 
should always be practised, to ensure the 
comfort, perhaps the safety, of our patient. 

The difference in the statements of the 
most eminent surgeons and physiologists 
relative to this subject, is remarkable. Sir 
Astley Cooper directs, that ‘“ immedi- 
ately after the operation (paracentesis abdo- 
minis) has been perfoimed, a belt is two be 
tightly applied round the abdomen, to pre- 
vent the re-accumulation of water, by lessen- 
ing the determination of blood to the parts.” # 
Mr. 8. Cooper states, that ‘‘ In consequence 
of the sudden removal of the pressure of the 
fluid from the viscera and diaphragm, pa- 
tients are very apt to swoon,” t and he di- 

rects the application of a bandage to prevent 
this syncope. Richerand says, ‘* ‘The same 
effect (syncope) is produced by drawing off 
the water contained in the abdomen in 
ascites; a considerable number of vessels 
cease to be compressed, The blood which 
they before refused to transmit, is sent to 
them in profusion ; the quantity sent by the 
brain to the heart is lessened in the same 
proportion, and becomes insufficient for its 
excitement.” ~ This statement agrees with 





* Lectures on Surgery, by F. Tyrrel, 
Esq., vol. ii., p. 383. 

t First Lines of Surgery, p. 449. 

¢ Elements of Physiology, by J. Copland, 
M.D., p, 341. 





TUBERCLES IN THE LUNGS. 


that given by Dr. Arnott, and diffets from 
that given by the two writers just 

With such contradictory and unsatisfac- 
tory — the yous surgeon might, 
perhaps, be f he neg d en- 
tirely the practice ete teeetie sv with a 
poem. A detail of the modus dis of the 
disturbing cause, and of the function dis- 
turbed, he will be highly culpable if he ne- 
glect the simple and effectual remedy, a 
bandage. 

St. Neots, Jan, 19th, 1830. 





REMARKS ON TUBERCLES IN THE LUNGS, 
&c., OF ANIMALS. 


By R. Vines, Esq. 


Some time ago, having occasion to ex- 
amine into the opinions on the nature and 
causes of whercles in the lungs, &c., which 
have, from time to time, been advanced by 
various eminent anatomists aud physiolo- 
gists, | found them to differ so much, that I 
was of necessity led to practically investi- 
gate the subject myself; and as I had, at 
that period, frequent opportunities of obtain- 
ing the very able assistance of my lamented 
friends, the late Dr. George Pearson and 
Surgeon Ellerby, | made considerable pro- 
gress in my researches; but the loss of 
both my scientific coadjutors, and the pursuit 
of other studies, for a time caused me to 
suspend my observations and experiments ; 
but, on subsequently renewing them, I 
arrived at the following conclusions, which 
I now beg leave to lay before the publio 
in as brief a manner as possible, through 
the medium of your valuable and exten- 
sively circulated Journal, 

By very minete inspections, and from nu- 
merous examinations of the lungs and other 
parts of animals, under a variety of states, 
and at different stages of diséase, 1 have 
generally, and, I may add, invariably, found 
tubercles existing under one or other of the 
following appearances :— 

ist. In an inflammatory state approaching 
to suppuration. 

oty. In a state of actual suppuration ; 
and, 

3dly. In a chronic form—having, I con- 
ceive, passed through the former states, in 
which the parts are mostly lett thickened and 
condensed, and, in some instances, without 
the inflammation having produced any con- 
siderable disorganisation, so as to impair the 
general health of the auimal. 

It is this last state, or description of ta- 
bercle, | apprehend, that the French writers 
term miliary, and which is frequently to be 
seen in the lungs of sheep after they have 
been killed by the butchers, aud when they 
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hidve been apparently in excellent health | 
and high condition.” 

From these facts, then, I am led to con. | 
clude,—that tubercles are nothing more nor, 
less than minute abscesses formed in the} 
cellular textares,—that they oceur much) 
more frequently in weak than in strong ani-| 
mals,—that they are, in every instance, si- 
milar to large abscesses of other parts,—and | 
that they are the effects of either acwte or| 
chronic inflammation ; and, in confirmation 
of this, 1 can assert that in wenk-textured 
animals, more particularly in the ass, which 
is neither so strong in this respect, nor so 
well fed as the horse, these diseased appear- 
ances can be produced by exciting inflam- 
mation, especially in the cellular texture of 
the lungs, both by inoculating the animal 
with any morbid infectious matter, as that of 
glanders and farcy, and likewise that from 
very bad and neglected cases of grease, etc., 
—and also by the introduction of irritating 
fluids into the circulation by the jugular 
veins, such as a solution of sulphate of cop- 
per, and the like, or into the lungs them- 
selves, through an opening made in the 
trachea. 

From the experiments and observations 
which 1 have made on animals and their dis- 
eases, I am induced to agree in opinion with 
M. Broussais as to the cause of tubercles, 
and to believe that they are the effect of in- 
flammatory affections of the different tex- 
tures of the body; though I cannot, by any 
means, accord with him in considering tu- 
bercles to be lymphatic glands, rendered 
visible by inflummation in the first place, 
and then sabdjected to the common progress 
of the morbid process—that of suppuration, 
ulceration, &c. I rather consider them to be 
abscesses formed in the cellular textures or 
tissues, the effect, and not the cause, of in- 
flammation ; neither can | coincide with 
the notions of MM. Dupuy and Leennec, 
viz. that tubercles are the product of un- 
known causes, and themselves rather the 
cause than the effect of disease, 

Royal Veterinary College, 

Jan. 15, 1880. 





BRGOT OF RYE—REJOINDER OF MR, WAL- 
FORD TO MR. HAWKES, 





To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srn,— You have established that he who 
justifies, and pleads not the general issue, is 
entitled to the reply. What you success- 





* This particular state of tuberculated 
lung, in common with others, is occasionally 
to be seen in glandered horses, and, with 
other morbid appearances, will be fully ex- 
plained ia a work shortly to be published on 
hat disease. 
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fully contended for as a right, I confidently 
* for as an indulgence. 


- Hawkes has voluntarily engaged in @ 

contest, for which he is by no means quali- 
tied; he proclaims himself the champion of 
a medicine with which he has not the 
honour of a personal acquaintance. In this 
there is a generosity, which, if not worthy 
of imitation, is not deserving of very heavy 
blame. 
“The topic’s tender, so shall be my 
phrase.” ‘it is much easier to be gene- 
rous than just ; and men are sometimes libe« 
ral, who are'not honest.” Mr. Hawkes has 
done his little utmost to disparage what 1 
believe to be the correct results of my limit- 
ed experience, by opposing to them his own 
humble opinions; for he admits his guilt- 
lessness of any knowledge derived from per- 
sonal observation. 1 prefer a reason to an 
authority. Mr. Hawkes chooses the latter, 
and delights himself with quoting one; in 
this I will follow bis example, without imi- 
tating his politeness, by referring to the 
folio. In Dr, D. Davis's Operative Mid. 
wifery, the author, when spesking of the 
ergot, says he never saw a case in which it 
superseded the necessity for the forceps. I 
felicitate Dr. Davis that Mr, Hawkes did not 
contradict him; how kind of the latter not 
to snub the obstetric professor of the Lon- 
don University ! 

Mr. Hawkes bas shown small discretion in 
attacking me, for stating that I had never 
witnessed any apparent effect consequent 
on administering the ergot of rye. 1 say so 
still. 1 said chat when delivery had speedily 
followed its exhibition, pre-existing con- 
ditions had enabled me to predict the event, 
l say soagain. I said there was abundance 
of respectable testimony in favour of its sup- 
posed efficacy, but not a word about proof, 
Agaia | say it. I said that four or five cases 
were insufficient for determining its specific 
effects. 1 repeat it; and why should Mr, 
Hawkes wonder thereat?) Why should he 
be miserable, because | choose to believe 
only what | know? | am not unhappy thathe 
beheves everything he reads; 1 only wonder 
at his credulity, without envying his faith. 
Yet, infidel as 1 am, I could believe some 
things. (e. g.) If Mr. Hawkes wete, out of 
pure vexation, to divide one of his carotids, 
and a friend were to secure the vessel] im- 
mediately, I should ascribe his recovery— 
if it occurred—to the intervention of his sur- 
geon ; or, were Mr. Hawkes to swallow an 
ounce of laudanum, and the nearest medical 
man were to give him a few doses of sul- 
phate of copper, L should attribute his reco- 
very—were he so fortunate—to the inter- 
ference of his friend ; or, had M. Chabert 
accepted your tender attentions, Mr. Editor, 
I could not, fora moment, have hesitated 
to believe that the pretender’s death was 














DERBY INFIRMARY. 


But I have yet to 


livery would not take place, if 

the ergot of rye were unknown, 
Mr. Hawkes bas conferred upon me the 
—— honour of a quotation ;” would 
could, without prejudice to your 


him of being a practical ac- 
couchear; I will do him no such injustice ; 
yet he ought to know that, in several varie- 
ties of distortion, the difficulty oecasioned 
by it does not exist equally through the 
process of labour ; for mstance, a pro- 
jection of the promontory of the sacrum, 
which would oppose greatly the admission 
of the foetal head into the pelvis, would offer 
a very diminished obstacle to its expulsion 
from it; surely, in such a case, anything 
that could excite the flagging action of the 
uterus would here be justifiable. 

Mr. Hawkes neglects the advice of all 
reasoners, who recommend analogy to be re- 
sorted to for illustration rather than proof 
His parallels between vomiting and partu- 
rition, and an emetic and the ergot, are good 
examples of how little he has profited by this 
advice, if he ever read it. It can be of no 
consequence to your readers, whether | 











have as little faith as St. Thomas, or whe- 
ther Mr. Hawkes is as confiding as Parson 
Adams. | have no doubt of the cases re- 
ferred to, and I dare say the ‘‘ Manual’ does 
eall the ergot a standard medicine; but what 
does this prove? Only that, as I believe | 
have not witnessed any effects of the ergot 
of rye, there are others who believe they 
have. I have not sought to weaken any 
man’s confidence in the medicine; I have 
merely assigned the reasons why it bas not 
mine; and the candid reader will concede 
to both ies, goodness of intention in the 
publication, and sincerity of belicf in our re- 
spective opinions. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. A. Wacrorp. 
Feb. 6, 1830. 





GOVERNMENT OF THE DERBY INFIRMARY. 


To the Editor of Tat Lancer. 

Srn,—However thankless is the task of 
vindication, I cannot refrain from prosecut- 
ing it, though, perhaps, the contemptible 
case on which 1 now address you would 
meet with its just reward by silence. Your 
last week's Journal contains a letter from a 
scribbler, signed A. B. This gentleman, 





from his peculiar style of language and te- 
nour of expression, may be considered as 
one of the officers of the Derbyshire Infir- 
mary. This A.B., or M.D., commences by 
complaining of a Governor, who took an ac- 
tive part in the lute canvasses (between a 
fox and a baker, he baving preferred the 
latter) for frequently forming party com- 
mittees—false ; and for not sanctioning the 
admittance of the medical officers into these 
bodies—true ; and for the beat of reasons, 
many of these gentlemen considering their 
own interest before that of the Infirmary. 
Be it remembered, these medical men are 
Servants of the Institution, and are not 
elected for the purpose of framing their own 
laws. Besides, they have opportunities of 
Opposing what they may conceive to be pre- 
judicial either to themselves or the Institu- 
tion ; for the question, before it becomes a 
law, must be first subjected to the approval 
of a weekly board, and finally of a general 
meeting of governors. Surely this should 
satisfy the appetites of these gratuitous offi- 
cers. 

A.B. then alludes to this governor wish- 
ing to dispense with iofirmary apprentices, 
and having in lieu ‘* a druggist’s apprentice, 
Or some man to be paid a stipend for com- 
pounding medicines.” ‘his, 1 am sure, 
will, on mature investigation, be found to 
be far better for the well-conducting of the 
Institution. ‘Ibe Hospital funds are large, 
and why should governors, for the sake of 
hoarding up a few p lly, opp 
that which appears likely to be beneficial? 
What medical wisdom has to do with “ the 
morals of the Institution,” 1 know not, 
A. B. further states, ‘‘ This governor has, by 
one of his d an useless 
stone wall to be ordered to be built at the 
back of the Infirmary, to confine the pa- 
tients, because he is pleased to fancy that 
they steal things from the house, notwith- 
Stauding they are fed by his economical sys- 
tem, on potatoe-pies and barm-dumplings.”’ 
This “* governor " has very judiciously caus- 
ed the erection of a wall round a piece of 
ground, at the back of the Hospital, for the 
ostensible object of preventing patients, who 
are permitted to walk there, from trespass- 
ing beyond their limits. Formerly, patieats 
could, and did frequently, eseape,into the 
town and to their friends, contrary to order ; 
this, and many other obvious reasons, could 
be cited if necessary. As to the scale of 
diet, I shall merely observe it is upon a par 
with the generality of like charitable 1n- 
stitutions, and is such as to give satisfac- 
tion, A. B. likewise observes, that “ this 
governor is trying to throw difficulties in the 
way of post-mortem examinations.” Now 
he is simply desirous that, prior to the ex- 
amination of the dead, their relatives’ con- 
sent should be granted. This procedure, it 
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colony migh elton, Toe ee 
t o 0 ” 
is accused for being ‘‘ economical in his own 
way, but does not mind expending hundreds 
of poands uselessly, which ought to be ap- 
to the good of the patients.” [ 
would request A. B. to substantiate this 
charge: I defy him. The two last com- 
plaiuts are, this ‘* governor's disliking the 
medical Officers attending the boards,” and 
that ‘ he objects to having the boards open 
to all governors.” This is not to be won- 
dered at. A,‘ governor” wishes all go- 
vernors, save the medical men, to attend ; 
he is adverse to the latter party for many 
reasons. It must be evident, from the late 
disturbances at the weekly boards, that it 
would be well if some professional men 
were to abstain from attending, or, at all 
events, from occupying the time of the go- 
vernors with frivolous and vexatious charges. 
I will say, in conclasion, that since I have 
shown A.B. his foul mistakes and injurious 
mispresentations, it will become him pub- 
licly to own and retract them. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A Governor, 
Bur not the Governor. 
Derby, Jan. 1830. 






SOUND CHIRURGICAL AT THE DERBY 
INFIRMARY. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Srrx,—I write in haste in consequence of 
the reports which are in circulation respect- 
ing the treatment and death of a hernia pa- 
tient in the Derbyshire General Infirmary ; 
as the truth does not appear to come out 
amongst us io Derby, and as there are va- 
rious tales afioat, we hope it is not asking 
too much to beg that a really official and 
authentic statement be given to the public. 

7 We hear, that on Monday, January 18th, 
1830, a patient of the name of Francis Car- 
rington, wtat.78, was admitted by one of 
the physicians asa case of obstinate consti- 
pation of the bowels, which was treated by 
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week at the time of this consultetion! The 
man vomited constantly, and had pains in 
the belly, etc. Although the ¢rwe nature of 
the obstruction was fully made out at the 
consultation, the operation was still delayed, 
and on Friday the physician again attempt- 
ed to force the obstruction by one drop of 
croton oil, which was ordered to be 
every two hours till the bowels were opened ! 
Six doses were administered, but the patient 
continued to vomit incessantly. On Satur- 
day, at oe ten a.m., the operation for 
strangulated hernia was performed, and the 
stricture dilated, after the hernia had been 
down ren pays. Stools in very small quan- 
tity are said to have passed the night after 
the operation, and on Sunday the bowels 
acted freely, but the patient died on Mona- 
day evening last. An examination of the 
body took place on Tuesday, and we are in 
good hopes of hearing a faithful history of 
the case, the treatment, and the appearances 
of the parts after death. 

Yours, in great haste, 

A Governor. 

Derby, Jan. 28th, 1830. 




















CASE OF MARY WALSH, 
(Vide page 486 and 520.) 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


Srr,—I am directed by the Committee of 
the Queen Charlotte’s Lying-In Hospital to 
acquaint you,that a full and particular inquiry 
having been made into the case of Bridget 
Mary Walsh, as reported by ‘A Pupil of 
St. Thomas’s Hospital” in Taz Lancer of 
the second of January, and having collected 
every evidence in their power, the commit- 
tee ure perfectly satisfied that there exists 
no ground for the allegations made with re- 
spect to the treatment of the deceased -pa- 
tient, during ber abode in the Queen Char. 
lotte’s Lyiag-In Hospital; aud they are 
also certain, that the report as to the general 
treatment of the patients in the hospital is 
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clysters, calomel, opium, etc. A lta- 
tion of all the physicians and all the sur- 
geous was called on [hursday 21st, at 11 a.m. 
when Dr. F. Fox, Mr. Wright, and Mr. H. 
Haden, were present. The physician to 
whom the case belonged did not attend the 
consultation. The history of the symptoms 
and treatment was, however, with dificulty 
obtained ; the patient's bowels had not been 
opened since the Thursday before his ad- 
mission. He had been subject to hernia, 
which he was himself able to reduce till 
Thursday, but not since, so that be had had no 
stool, and the hernia had been dowa for one 











1 remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Avousrus U. Tnisetron, Sec. 
Feb. 4, 1830. 


[In inserting this letter we have only to 
state that our account of the treatment which 
Mary Walsh experienced in the Queen Char- 
lotte’s Lying-In Hospital, was received 
from the lips of Mary Walsh herself. The 
pupil who communicated it is a gentleman 
of talent, integrity, and respectability. 
Ep, L.) ‘ 
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678 SUBJECTS.—POISONOUS DRUGS.—ANEURISM. 


SUPPLY OF SUBJECTS IN DUBLIN. 


To the Editor of Tue Laycer. 


Sir,—lIn your number for January 16th, 
L observe you request information as to the 
mode in which the different schools in the 
kingdom, are supplied with subjects. I shali 
feel gratified if the following information 

ing the Dublin schools should be in 
any degree. serviceable to you, as 1 think 
your journal merits the cordial support of 
every well-wisher of the profession. 

Lama pupil of the Richmond School of 
Anatomy, and, I believe, our supply of subjects 
is the most abundant in Dublin ; it isso much 
ao, indeed, that dozens of extremities are suf- 
fered to goto waste. We are supplied from 
two sources; one, “ resurrectionism,” we 
share, in common with the other schools ; 
the other is peculiar to ourselves, and con- 
sists in receiving the bodies of all those that 
die unclaimed in three eatensive hospitals. 
An abundant supply is obtained for ali the 
Dublin schools from the burying ground, 
commonly known by the name of ** Bully's 
Acre”, a place in which the lower order of 
people are necessitated to bury, from inability 
to pay the fees of church-yards ; there is no 
watch on the ground, and subjects are to be 
got with great facility. ‘The price this sea- 
son is 1/. 5s., last season they were to be had 
at 10s. ‘I fancy it is not generally known 
that Dublin affords such facilities for dissec- 
tion, or if it were so, | am inclined to think, 
numbers would come here instead of flocking 
to Paris. 

Any further information you may wish for 
in this quarter, | shall be happy to afford you 
if in my power, and am, Sir, your obedient 
Servant, 

A Ricumonp Portt. 


Dublin, Jan. 28, 1830. 
i ccutietetbatanieesiaaaminiaiaeieasermmmemee t 


CONSUMPTION OF NUX-VOMICA AND 
COCULUS-INDICUS. 


To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 

Srz,—Although I am no professional man, 
I have been a subscriber to Tuer Lawcer 
from its very birth, and am fully aware how 
useful it has been in exposing delusion, fraud, 
and humbug. You have occasionally touched 
upon the sophistication or adulteration of 
what is taken into our stomachs as nutri- 
ment. I do not believe all that the author 
of “death in the pot” advances, but the 
subject is an important one, and merits the 
Most serious attention. 

By a return made officially from the Cus- 
tom-house to the House of Commons in the 
last session, and from other authentic docu- 
ments in my possession, it appears, that, 





upon an average of some there has been 
an annual importation {oto Great Britain 
of tbs. 
Nux-vomica...........+ 30,000. 
Coculus-indicus 12,000. 
Now, Sir, 1 wish to ask of your medical 
and chemical readers, or wholesale drug- 
gists, what becomes of this enormous quan- 
tity of poison; a trifling quantity is em- 
ployed in medicine, and for the destruction 
of vermin, and by poachers we know that a 
comparatively small quantity of these arti- 
cles is also used ; but if there be any other 
open, honest, or avowed purpose to which 
they are applied in any part of the world, it 
would remove some very unpleasant suspi- 
cions, and be very gratifying to many per- 
sons to be made acquainted with it. 
J am, Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 


J.H.G, 
Bath, February, 1830, 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


ANEURISM OF THE ARCH OF THE AORTA. 
Joun Brawx, aged 57, admitted into St. 


| Thomas’s Hospital, under Mr, Green, on 


the 6th August, with a tumour occupying 
nearly the centre of the chest, but a litle 
inclined to the right side, which, on exami- 
nation, was found to pulsate synchronously 
with the action of the heart. The patient, 
a short stout man, of a florid complexion, 
stated that he had had several apoplectic 
fits; the first of which occurred about eight 
years since ; the second five years ago, and 
a third in March last, whilst walking in the 
public road in company with another person ; 
during this attack, he was informed that he 
had lain perfectly insensible for about ten 
minutes, after which he recovered, and was 
enabled to continue bis journey without 
assistance, and was not bled until the fol- 
lowing morning. At first, he said that he 
had felt no further inconvenience from it, 
but afterwards admitted that he felt a slight 
soreness about the chest, and occasionally 
experienced a sensation of fluttering of the 
heart, until about three weeks before his 
admission, when he first observed the swell- 
ing, and from that time it had increased, at 
first very gradually, but within the past 
week the enlargement had been more rapid, 
and, at the time of admission, had attained 
to about the size of the half of a large cocoa- 
aut. Pulse 108, of tolerable strength, ra- 
ther fufler at the left than at the right wrist ; 
a slight sensation of numbness of the right 
hand, and of pain extending from the 
shoulder down the inner side of the arm; 


the secretions reguler, Mr, Green requested 
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that the patient might be seen by Dr. Roots | him exceedingly, and when visited on the 17th 


(in the absence of Dr. Elliotson), and ac- 
cordingly he was visited by Dr. Roots on 
the 8th, when the symptoms were much the | 
same; pulse 96, rather full, On applying | 
the stethoscope over the tumour, a consider- 
able impetus was given, but no bruit de 
t could be distinguished, the sound 
being exactly similar to that of the heart’s 
action. Does not complain of pain or incon- 
venience in the part, excepting after un- 
usual exertion or mental excitement, Heart's 
action natural, with the exception of in- 
creased force of action. As the Doctor 
stated that he did not know any specific re- 
medy for aneurism of the arch of the aorta 
(which he supposed this to be) of that mag- 
nitude, he ordered, as a palliative, 
Pulvis digitalis, gr.j. bis die. Milk 
diet. 

19. The heart’s action lessened in force 
and frequency, but the tumour enlarged, and 
he complains that very slight exertion dis- 
tresses him greatly. Feels still a tittle pain 
in the right shoulder, extending, as before, 
down the inner side of the arm, and the 
hand more benumbed, and is now rather 
cold; bowels kept well open with house 
medicine. Dr, Roots ordered (merely us a 
placebo) some soap-plaster to be applied 
over the tumour. 

26. The tumour is more soft, has con- 
siderably increased in size, and extends fur- 
ther towards right shoulder; pain dnd 
numbuess of arm increased ; some difficulty 
of breathing within the last few days, and 
pain, on inspiration, at the outer side of the 
tumour, between it and the shoulder; the 
heart has recovered its increased force of 
action. 

Pulvis digitalis, gr.i. ter die. 

Sept. 5. Is unable to walk even through 
the ward, without extreme caution; some 
heaviness of head, and pains in back and 
limbs. Venesection to six ounces. 

It would be needless to give a daily report 
of this case. The pain in the head was re- 
lieved by the bleeding, but the tumour con- 
tinued gradually to enlarge, and the diffi- 
culty of benothing. and pain and numbness 
of the right arm, increased. On the 30th of 
October, he was attacked with erysipelas in 
the face, for which he was bled twice, and 
supplied with cold application, under which 
treatment he recovered from the attack. 
On the 25th of November, the coldness, Xc., 
of the right arm and hand had increased to 
an excessive degree, aad in order to pre- 
serve its temperature, it was obliged tu be 
rubbed and enveloped in a flannel roller, 

Dec. 26, Complains of constant cough, 
with free expectoration, but unaccompanied 
by pain, for which he was ordered almond 
ommiuten. The cough coutiaued to trouble 





of January, his difficulty of breathing had 
become much increased, and he was unable 
to lie on his back. He continued to linger 
in this state until the 26th, when, after sit- 
ting for a short time before the fire, and 
finding himself fatigued, he returned to his 
bed, which he had scarcely reached, when 
he fell back and expired suddenly. 
Autopsy.—The front of the chest was re- 
moved; but as the parts were intended for 
@ preparation, we were not enabled to ex- 
amine them minutely ; but a crucial incision 
being made on the outside, the t 
(which was situated at the arch of the 
aorta) was found to be filled with numerous 
layers of coagula; the bony parietes, in 
front of the tumour, were absorbed, leaving 
only the integuments. On laying open the 
left ventricle, the finger could be passed into 
the sac; and at the arch of the aorta, just 
at the commencement of the aneurism, 
could be felt a contraction of the diameter 
of the vessel, forming, as it were, a neck to 
the sac, The tumour was so large that it 
could scarcely be contained within the grasp 
of both hands, ‘The sac had not burst; 
there was considerable effusion of serum in 
the cavity of the chest, but no blood nor 
coagula. No disease of the viscera, 








HOPITAL SAINT ANTOINE, 
PROTRUSION OF THE MEMBRANE OF THE 
AQUEOUS HUMOUR OF THE EYE. 


Ow the 18th of November, 1829, M. Vel- 
peau admitted a young man nineteen years 
of age ; the external portion of the cornea of 
the righteye presented a transparent tumour 
of the size of a pea, and a globular form, 
Before the formation of this tumour, the pa- 
tient had suffered much from chronic oph- 
thalmia, which, according to his account, 
had terminated in an ulcer of the cornea, in 
that part of it where the tumour now ex- 
isted. The eye was slightly injected, and 
there was a constant discharge of tears ; 
vision was not much impaired, and the cor- 
nea, except at the tumour, was perfectl 
transparent; the anterior chamber was - 
most entirely obliterated, the iris being, as 
it were, pressed towards the posterior sur 
face of the cornea; the pupil had its natural 
form, except whea the eye was moved, by 
which it was often changed into an oval 
aperture. The diameter of the globular pro- 
minence was about three quarters of a line, 
M. Velpeau was of opinion, that the tumour 
consisted of the membrane of the aqueous 
humour, and touched it with the nitrate of 
silver, the repeated application of which ap- 
peared todiminish its size. This effect was, 
however, but transitory, as the tumour 
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alwa regained its former size. 
By + oe ape Hm rey the caustic having 
been 


ied seven times without — effect, 
except that the greyish 6 had formed 
in the tumour, which had it heen observed 
before, M. Velpeau changed his plan of 
treatment, end ordered the patient to be 
bled, to use a collyrium with the sulphate 
of zine, and to have a powder, consisting of 
two parts of sugar and one of calomel, blown 
into the eye. Under this treatment the tu- 
mour gradually subsided, and had on the 
15th almost entirely disappeared, so that on 
the 29th there remained only an — 
surrounded by a small greyish circle, whic 
was formed by the margin of the former 
ulcerationin the cornea. The anterior cham- 
ber and the iris had recovered their natural 
condition.— Lanc. Franc. 





HOTEL-DIEU, 


PHRENITIS AND MENINGITIS. 

L., wtat. 52, of a plethoric constitution, 
was admitted on the ist of January, on the 
third day of his illness, of the cause and na- 
ture of which no information could be ob- 
tained, except that he had suddenly fallen 
into a state of insensibility, with hemiplegia 
of the right side ; both arms were somewhat 
contracted ; the sensibility of the paralysed 





limbs appeared to be unimpaired. The head 
was drawn towards the left by a spasmodic 
contraction of the muscles of the neck; the 
features were distorted; the pulse was! 
strong and frequent; respiration rather, 
hurried. M. Bally, under whose care the) 
patient was, ordered bleeding and sinapisms 
to the feet. On the 2nd, the above symp- 
toms continued almost the same, and the 
respiration had become stertorous; the 
mouth was covered with foam ; the face and | 
es were in convulsive motion, the attacks | 
of which took place suddenly, and in this 
respect greatly resembled epileptic fits ; the 
head hada rotatory movement; the mus- 
cles of the trunk and body were not con- 
vulsed ; the contraction of the right arm had 
almost entirely ceased; the hemiplegia re- 
mained unaltered. The patient was again 
bled, and had the sinapisms continued. On 
the 3d of January, to the above symptoms 
acceded epilepsy, convulsions of the trunk 
and limbs, with this peculiarity, that after 
each convulsive attack, the right arm was 
completely motionless, as before. The pulse 
had become smaller; respiration was very 
quick and stertorous, etc. The sinapisms 
were continued to the lower extremities. 
The convulsive attacks became more and 
more frequent, but subsided completely 
forty-eight hours before death, which took 
place on the evening of the seventh day. 
On Nar 





examination, the pia mater of the 


PHRENITIS.—FUNGUS OF THE BRAIN, 


brain and spinal chord was throughout in- 
jected; the veuous sinuses were greatly 
gorged with blood ; the quantity of cerebro- 
spinal fluid was rather small ; brain was 
of natural consistence ; the left i 
lobe only was a little softer than usual, In 
its substance, no morbid alteration was 
found, except a very intense injection of the 
whole left hemisphere; the central parts of 
the brain and the spinal chord were not dis- 
eased.— Lanc. Franc. 


SINGULAR CASE OF FUNGUS OF THE DURA 
MATER. 


C. D., a boy: about twelve years of age, 
was, towards the end of 1829, admitted at 
the hospital under M. Dupuytren ; his head 
was much larger than that of an adult, and 
exhibited, at the vertex, a tumour of the 
size of a turkey’s egg, with an apparent 
fluctuation, and slight but distiict pulsa- 
tions corresponding with the pulse; the 
skin covering it presented a cicatrix from a 
wound which had been caused about six 
weeks ago, by the fall of a weight on the 
head, in consequence of which the tumour 
had formed. Within the last two years it 
had begun to augment, and its further 
growth was accompanied by amaurosis and 
repeated attacks of cerebral inflammation, 
on account of which the little patient had, 
several times before, been treated at the 
Hotel-Dieu. M. Dupuytren considered the 
tumour to be a fungus of the dura mater, 
aod determined upon muking an explora- 
tory puncture ; this was followed by a slight 
hemorrhage which ceased spontaneously; the 
wound was immediately closed, and the in- 
flammatory symptoms of the brain, on ac- 
count of which the patient had been ad- 
mitted, soon after the operation, under 
further antipblogistic treatment, so for sub- 
sided, that though the tumour was unaltered, 
and the patient was still affected with amau- 
rosis, he was well enough to be discharged 
on the 20th of October. 

Thus far the case exhibits nothing of a 
peculiar interest ; it was, however, very re- 
markable, that the subcutaneous veins of the 
forehead, temples, and scalp, were greatly 
enlarged, so as to be almost equal in size to 
that of the jugular veins in an adult; they 
seemed, as it were, to originate in the tu- 
mour, and to diverge from it towards the 
other parts of the head. This extraordinary 
development of the veins was, no doubt, 
owing to the compression, perhaps even the 
obliteration, of the upper longitudinal sinus, 
in consequence of which its emissary 
branches having become enlarged, had thus 
carried on the circulation of venous blood 
through the collateral vessels ; and the fact 
itself is, in this respect, strikiagly an 
to the case of obliterated vena cava, which 
we gave some time ago, 





